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I: is for your ſakes that this ſmall treatiſe is ſent a- 
broad, that in a marter wherein you are {o much 
concern'd, you m_— be truly informed; And becauſe 
there are many differing opinions , and of late ycers 
have been great diſputes concerning the right of 
tythes, which makes the caſe ſcetft difficult robe re- 
olved, I have given you the {ubftance of all that e- 
ver I could findewriten, or hear diſcourſcd touch- 
ing that point ; and for more then two yeers laſt paſt 
Ine made much inquiry intoirt; and'if th=-* + 
who hay: ſomething to lay for them, which is v6 
herein touched, orin ſome general head comprehen- 
ded, it ſhall be acceptable to me to receive it, 


The Method of the Diſcomſe, 


Firſt, I have begun with tything among(t the [ews, 
whicheither in precept or example, is the foundation 
for all others, | 

Secondly, ] have given youa ſhort view of the Do- 
Erines, Opinions, Decrees, and Pradtiſes of the Pri- 
mitive Church concerning them, and trom thence 
downward until this day , which is enough to clear 
the whole point, 

Thirdly,Ourt of which having made ſome ſhort Ob, 
ſervations, J ſtate the caſc,as kx concerns us inEngland 

Fourth.ly, And then hearing whartevery one hath to 
ſay for them,and giving them particular Anſwers ; 

Fifthly, ] proceed to ſatisfie tome great objections, 
and ſo conclude the whele in as much brevity, as thc 
varicty of the ſubje& would permits 
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O D having choſen Fern and his ſons for the Office of the 

Prieſthood, and the reſt of the Tribe of Zevi for the ſervice of 

the Tabernacle, he gave unto the Levizes all the tenthin 7ſracl, 
ſor an inheritance for their ſervice, and they were to have no inkeri- 
tance among the children of 7/ra«/. 

And the Levizes out of their 7'ythe were to offer up an Heave-offering 
of it forthe Lord, even the tenth part of the 73the , and give it unto 
Aaven the Prieſt for himſelf and his ſons; and no other portion had 
the Prieſts out of the 7ythes, but they were for the Zevices that did the 
common ſervices of the Tabernacle, for theiftrangers, for the father- 
leſs and the widowes. 

Beſides the tenth of the 2ythe, the Priefts had the firkt ripe fruits of 
the ground, of Wheat, of Barley, of Figs, of Grapes, of Olives , of 


Pomgranates, and Dates, at what quantity the owner pleaſed; a Heave- py. g a: 


offering alſo of corn, wine, oy), ficeee, and the like weze: given to the a 
Priefts at the 60- part, ſometimes atthe 50, or more ,.at Ku devotion B45 "lhe 
of theowner. 

Of Cartel alſo the fir-born were the Lords, paid to the Prieſts, of 
clean beafts in kinde, of unclean in mancy,with a fifth part added; Alſo 
divers parts of rhe ſacrifices were appointed for the Prieſts. ExMJ3+be 

But no Tytbedid the:priefits recerce ofabe people;for thoſe be d 
to the LZevi:es that were appointed ofrerthe tabernacle , and the i 
-ments thereof; to bear it, to take it down, and (ct it up; to ſerve gy 
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and his ſong, ang to do the Services L the tabernacle, and keep the in- 
ftruments thereak, 'vnd their ſervice &hiefly-was upon removing of the 
Hok z for better ordeting whereof, and every ones ſervice, they were 
divided into three parts, the Koathites, the Gerzhonites, and rhe Mara- 
rices 3, and theſe received tythe; of the people, and out of them a tenth 
part they delivered to the priefts. 

Afﬀtetwards when Solomon had builded a temple, and placed the Ark 
therein, other offices were appointed for the Levites; one part of them 
were to be {ingers, another to be porters, and rotake the charge of the 
gates of the Temple 3 another to be keepers of the treaſury ; others of 
them alſo were placed abroad in the countrey ; on the Weſt-fide of 7or- 
dan 1700. and on the Eaft-{ide 29500. 

By this time alſo the poſterity of Faren being much increaſed, the 
prieſts were divided into 24. ranks or courſes, according tothe names 
of theirFamilics, and every ones attendance was required by turns ; 
and hereupon Zacharias is ſaid to þe of the courſe of £6biah, and to ex- 
ecute the prieſts office, and burn incenſe as his turn cames Zuke x, and 
the firft of the fuſt rank had the pre-eminence, and was the High prieſt 
and ſo every one according to their precedency were preferred. 

The Levires that were lingers were divided as the prieſts into 24. 
ranks or courſes ; the porters into hve parts, one part to every of the 
four gates of the temple, and the fifth te Lſuppim, (3. e.) the Cownſel/.. 
houſe. © . 

The treaſury was generally committed to one, as the chief; butunder 
him to two forts of other officers ; one to keep the treeſures of the 
Houſe of the Lord, and thoſe things that were offered to the Lord, and 
the other to keep the dedicate things: In theſe treaſuries were put the 
ſecond tythes, the offerings of all forts of people, which were for the 
uſes and ſervices of the temple, for the fatherleſs, the ſtranger, and the 
widow. | 

After tbe captivity and new dedication of the temple, it appears that 
in many particulars their Lawes, Ordinances, and Cuftomes were yery 
much changed, eſpecially inthis of tything : But not being much perti- 
nent to this diſcourſe, I thall paſs them pver; onely from theſe ſhort 
Hiars fet the Reader underſtand, that though the priefts and Levites 
were both of the tribe of Levi, yet was the prieſthood ſetled in-the ſons 
of Aron, and the offices of the prieſts were quite different from the 
Levitcs,and ſo was their maintenance diftin,as before is herein plaig- 
ly ſhewed. 

"Theſe Priefts and Levites being ſeperated for the work of the Lorg, 
inthe tabernacle and in the temple,they miniſtred according to the Or- 
dinances of the firft Covenant, which were-figurts for the time then 
preſent, and ſhadowes of good things to come. > + G 
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A View of ehe DoArines, Decyees and prafiiſes of TYTFHING from the 
Infancy of the Chriſtian Church untill this day. 


BY: inthe fulneſs of time God raiſed up another Preift, Chriſt Jeſus 
whowas not of the tribes of Zevi,nor conſecrated after the order of 
Avon; for he pertained.to another tribe , of which no man gave atten- 
dance atthe Alter , who ( having obtained a more excellent Miniſtery 
of a greater and more perfe@ tabernacle, net of the former building, 
being the ſum and ſubſtance of all the patterns of things under the fi:it 
covenant) put an end tothe firſt Preiſt-hood , with all 1ts ſhadows , fi- 
ures and carnal ordinances, and changing the Preifthood which had a 
command totake rythes of their brethren,there was made of neceſſity 
alſo a change of the Law, and a diſanulling ofthe commandment 
going before, which was but impoſed untill the time of reforma- 


tion. 
And the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Cn » when he had finiſhed 
his Office upon earth, by offering up himſelf through the eternal Spi- 
rit, a ſacrifce without ſpot unto God , did not look back to the Ordi- 
nances of the former Preiſt-hood, but teſtified an end was put to them, 
and witnefſcd againſt the temple wherein the Preiſts miniſtred,fer which 
Szephen was ſtoned to death, againſt circumciſion, ſaying , It was 194 
thas of the flesh ; againſt the Palleover , Preiſts, &c. and preached up 
Chriſt Jeſus and his Do@rine, tke new and living way , which was not 
made manifeſt while as the firſt taberbacle was ſtanding: Nor did they 
£9 about to eſtablith the Law by which tythes were giveninthe former 
Preiſthood, but freeely they preached the Goſpel which they had recei- 
yed, anddid not require any fetled maintenance, but lived of the free 
offerings and contributions of the Saints , who by their miniſtery were 
turned to Chriſt Jeſus. 

At Jeruſalem and thereabouts, ſuch was the unity of heart amongſt 
the Saints inthe Apoſtles time, that all things were in commmoen , and 
none wanted; and as many as were pollefſors of Lands or Houſes ſold 
them, and brougha the price and laid it down at the Apoſtles feet , and 


it was diſtributed unto every man according as he had need: 


:- So the church, gathered by Mark at Alexandria in Agypr,followed 
the ſame rule as the Saints did at Jeruſalem, having all thingsin com- 
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men : And Philo Judenra famous Author of that time reporteth, that © 


not only there, but in many ather provinces, the chriſtians lived toge- 
ther in ſocieties. 


. In the churches at Fntiioch, the Saints poſſeſſedevery man his own 
efate; (o likewiſe in Galatieand Corinth , where the Apoſtle ordained 
'that weekly offerings for the Saints ſhould be made by every one as 


Ged had bleſſed him; and by theſe offeriags ( which were: put wy 
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"APY the hands of the Deacomu ofthe Churches ) were all the ſervices and 
i e-07.10-2* needs of the Church (upplitd, 
By example of theſe the courſe of monethly offerings ſucceeded in 

Vide Synod." the next Ages , not exaſted, but freely given at the bounty of every 
Ganger, Can. ADAs appears plainly by Termullien in Apoleger. @h.39.where upbrat- 
da ding the Gentiles with the piety and deyotion of Chriſtians , he ſaith, 

| IVharſnever we have in the treaſury of our Churches, is nos yaiſed by taxationy 
as though we put men t0 ranſom their Religion , bus every man once # me- 
nech, or when jt pleaſerh himſelf, beftowuth what he thinks good, and nes 
without he lifiethz for no maw is compelled, bus lefs free to his own diſererion: 
and that which is given irnot beſtowed in vavity , but in relieving the poor, 
and upon children deſtitute of parents,and maintenance fer a—_ feeble per- 
ſons, men wrached by ſta , and ſuch as are condenmed th the Metral-mines, 
baniched into 1ſlands, or caft into priſon, profeſiing the true God, and the 
Chriſtian Faith. 

And this way of contribution continued jn the church till the great 
preſecution under Maximinien and Disclefign, about the year 304. as 


Euſebins teſtifierh, which alſe appears by the writings of Tcrtullian,Ori. 3 


Fubeſ. !ib, 4. gen,Cyprian,and others. 

Ch. 2s About this time alſo ſome lands began to be given to the church,and 
the revenue of thena were brought 1ato the Ned, ry of the church, and 
belonged to the church in common, and was diftributed as other offer- 
inz8, by the Deacons and Elders; but the Biſhops or Minifters medled 
not therewith: for Origen faith, 71 is not lewful for any Minifter of the 

1 6. Homily up» chureh to poſſeſs lands ( given to the church) to his own »ſe; And called 

on Genesir, fol, to the Miniſters, Let us depart from the Preifts of PH AROAH,whoen- 

26.Ch.z. joy earthly poſſesſions,vo the Prejſirof the Lord who have no portion in the 
earth. And in another place he ſaith, 7+ behoveth ws to be faithful indiſpoſing 

the rems of the chnrch,that we our ſelves devour not thoſe things which belong 

#0 che widdows and the paor,and let uwrbe contents with ſemple dyet and neeeſ- 

; ſary apparel. And Y rban Biſhop of Rome Anne 2 27.did declare, That the 

V rban 1.inE- church might receive Lands and Poſſeſiions offered by the faithful , but not 

ijt.c.1n.9-I-C to any particular mans benefis, but that the revenues thereof cthould be difiri- 

161 * bured as other offerings, as needrequireth. WS 

Cyprian, Biſbopof Carthege, about the year 230. alſoreftifieth the 

CyprianEpiſh, ſame , and ſheweth that the church maintained many poor , and that 

27+ 34-36. -= own'dyet was ſparing and plain, and all her expences full of fruga- 

ity. 

Lib.z1.devite Proſperalſo faith , That a Miniftez able to live of himſelf, oughe not 

comerplativa, © participate of the goeds ofthe churchzfor, faith he z They that hve 
of their ewn, and yet deſire 28 have ſomnhas given them , do nat receive it 
without great fin, ' ; | vt 087224 F 

Con.Ant.c.vs, The Council at Fniioþ, Anne 340. (finding that much faulrhdd 
been among tho Doacgnsto whem it propeily belopged ) did ordain 

that 
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tat the Biſhop nngit diftribute the 
that they took not any part to them#. 


erith content. 


J 

oods of the church , buy required 
bat | clyes, orto the uſe of the preiſts 
and brethren that lived with: them, uple(s that necefiity didjuſtly re- 
cir, uling the words ofthe Apoſtle, Having Foed and Kayment , be 


In theſe times, in many places the chriftian converts joyned them #717. 
ſelyes in Societies,and choſe a ſeparated life, ſelling what they had,and /” A. 
living together in common after the example of the former ſaints a- 79+ 6- ecir, 
NY as Chryyſoftome notes, who lived about the year 400. by $4Viiana,pag. 
whoſe writings it alſo appears, that there was not the leaſt uſe or prac- 3 97- 
tife of the payment of tythes in thoſe former ages, 

The church now living altogether by free ofterings of Lands, money, 77omil. 43. ad 
and goods, the people were much preſſed to bountiful contributions Epiſt.1.cd Cr- 
for holy uſes , as may be ſeen by the writings of Hierome, & Chryſofleme, rimlyin cap. 16 


who brought the Jewiſh liberality in theic paymentsot tenths, for an 
example , beneath which they would nat have Chriſtians determine 
thier charity, where Chryſoftome ſayes,he ſpeaks theſe thingsnot as com- 


Manding or forbidding that they ſhould give more, yet as thinking it fit 
that they ſhould not give-leſs then the tenth part, Hierome alſo doth Adcap.3. 
earneſtly admoniſh them to give bountifully to the poor , and bouble Malxchia. 
houor to him that Iabours in the Lords work;not binding at all to offer 
#bis or that part, leaving them to their ewn liberty , bur prefsing they 


might not be more ſhort then the Jews were, 


Tom. 5. Sexm 


' * Ambroſe who was Biſhop of Milan,about the year 400. preached up fer-2.p9/f dom. 
tenths to be offeted up for holy uſes, (as the pbraſe was tben) as may 1. quadrageſe- 
be ſeen in his Sermon of Repentance, but his authoricy he produceth #43 & vide 

wholly from Moſes writings; and quotes divers ſenteaces,and threatens Serm. in - 
the people thatif they wogld not pay their tenths, God would reduceſcerſ. Domin.. 


then to a tenth. 


In like manner .Awgufline Biſhop of Hippo, hath a whole Homily for 7» Serm. de, 


the right of tythes, who calls upen thoſe that 
havens fruits of the earth, to pay the tenth of 
whatſoever they live by ; and faith, the neglect 
of payment of rythes ts the cauſe of ſterility and 
blaſting; & agrees with Ambroſe in his threats, 
that God would reduce them to a tenth; & tells 
them,that not paying their tythes they (lall bs 
found guilty at Gods tribunal, of the death of 
all the poor that periſh through want in the pla- 
ces where they dwell;and bids them that would 
cither get reward , or delire the pardon of their 
lins,to pay their ythes. Theſe two great Biſhops 
agree,and from the Lay given to ho ] ſraelites, 


take their whele Dofrinezand their own opini- 
'on impoſe with ſo heavy penalties: but yet rake 
notice to whatend they required them, that the 


temp.inTom.10O. 

HKec eft ( ſaith he ) Domini juſtiſiim x 
conſuetudo , us fit ill; deamam nen 
dederir, tw ad decimam reveceris 

And afterward with much earneſt- 
neſſe, Decime ex debito requiruntur; 
& qui eas darenoiueric, ves alienas in- 
waſit;z &+ quanti pauperes in locis ub; 
ipſe habitat illo decimas now daxie, fa 
me mortini fuerintuantorum homicidio- 
rum res anteTribunal eterni [ndicis 
appartbit, quia a Domino pauperibur 
delegatum ſui nſibus reſervavit. Qui 
ergo fibi aut premium comparare , aut 
pecatorum defiderat induigentiam pro - 
mereri,reddat decimam, 
poor 


(6) _ 
poor mightnot warit z and ſaith that God hath reſerved them for the 
uſe. | 

Leo, ( called the great) who was Pope from 440 to 460 was likewi 
very earneſt and Jarge in ſtirring up every mans devotion to offer tot, 
church , part of his reccived fruits;but ſpeaks not a word of any cetcaig 
quantity, as may appear by his Sermons De jejunie decimi menſic & 

* Eleemeſyny ; 

Severin alſo,about the year 470. ſtirred up the Chriſtians in Panonie,) 
who in example of his bounty , gave the tenth of their, fruits to 
oor. 

S P Gregory not only admoniſheth the payment of tythes from Adoſe 
Hom.16.1n E Law,but alſs the obſerving the time of Zenzy,conliſting of fix weeks,our 
vang.&dift.5. of which take the Sundayes, and there remains thirty {ix dayes , th 
de couſecras. c. oh part of the year, frations of dayes ommitted; this tenth of time 
16. in lege , . ould have given toGod , ſaying, We are commanded in the Laws 
Jubemur Domi- giverhe tenth of al! thingrunto Ged. 

9 decimamre- ” 4 from the Opinions of theſe and otherancient Fathers,who toc 
rum dare, their ground from the Law, Tythes,Eafter, Pentecoſt, and other thing 
came to be introduced and brought into the church. a N 
A's is tefliified Bur notwithſtanding the Do@rine and hard threats of ſome of th 
vy Agabord preat Biſhops of that time,it was not a generally received Do@rine t 
Bich.of Lyons, tythes ought te be paid,nor til about the year 800.was any thing by th 
e highlyeſteem- then church determined or ordained touching the quantity that ſhoul, 
ed man, in his be given , though ( no doubt ) in many places among the offerings © 
treatiſe De diſ- the deyouter ſort, tenths,or greater parts of their annual encreaſe wer 
penſatione,eþc. given,according to the Dot inc of Fmbroſeand others. | 
contra Sacrile: The offerings of the church in thoſe ages were received and difpo 
$35.pag. 276. ſedofin maintenance of the Prieſts, and relief of thoſe that were di. 
reffed ; neither had the Preiſts ſuch a paticular intereſt in the profiry 
Be not #ffended received,as of late time they have uſurped all that was received wher, 
at the word Ffeever in the Biſhoprick, was as a common treaſury , and was diſpenſe 
Prciſt;no other one fourth part to the Preiſts, out of which every one had his Partion 
ern be given to another fourth partto the relief of the poor,fick, and firangers; a third 
this age, for the to the building and repairing of places for publik meetings, calle 
tile as then jt churches : and the fourth tothe Biſhop. And general'y then the Bi 
wargivenzo ſhop lived in ſome Monaſery,andhis clergy with him, from whence h 
them ,ſuit war ſent them out to preach within the Countryes in his Diocedle, & ther 
owned by them. they received fuch offerings as were made,and browght them to the trea 
T call it church ſary. 

becauſe is was And although divers of the Fathers, Popes, and Biſhops did declare 

then yf» eſteem. that tythes were due, and ought to be paid,none of the firft eight gene- 

ed; ] muſi uſt ral Councils of the church did ever ſo much as mention the name 9 

ſuch words as tythes, or declare them a duty: the nineth, held at Leteren , under P, 

may give the Calixmus the ſecond, about the year 1119.menitions tythes,butf| eaks© 

V eader a kwory. by of thoſe which had been given tothe church by ſpecial-conſecration 

idge of whas I fo dothalfſo the council held under P. ,Atexander the third 7.1180. 


= but 
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but that 6nly inhibits Fr 71 Religious houſes, without al- 
ſentof a Biſhop ; for at that time people being led co believe that their 
zythes ought to be given for the uſe of thg poor, did chiefly diſpoſe them 
tothe Heads and Governors of religious Houſes,who kept open Hoſpi- 
tality for the poor, and entertainment of ſtrangers, and were eſteemed 
holy, asg Treaſures for the needy, who took care of diſtribution of 
them, as 15 teſtified by Caſiian the Hermit. But that Council ſeeing 
much given tothe poor, & little to the prieſts, made that Decree tore- 
Kraigthe peoples freedomo ; and indeed by this time much wickedne(s 
was crept into theſe Houſes, as Hiſtories relate. 

Nor was any Law, Canon,or Conſtitution of any general Council as 
yet found, that purpoſely commanded the payment of sythes, nor any 
that exprEſly ſuppoſed them a duty of common right, before the Coun- 
cil of Zaveren, held in the yeer 1215. under P.7nngcent the third ; a- 
bout which tizze the Popes Authority was grown powerful,and the Ca- 
nons more received into pra@ice,that before were little,eſpecially here- 
in; obeyed. 0 | | 

About the yeers 800, 900, 1000: ahd after, 


Ty the; were called the Lords goods, the patri- 
mony of the peor, &c. Whence alſo the Coun- 
cil at N«ni« declared the Clergie was not to uſe 
them as their own, but as commended to their 
truſt;and they were not then given for the Cler- 
gy, but to be diſpoſed of, for the uſes of the 


Poor. | 
And atthis time tio regard was had to the na- 


ture of the increaſe; but whatſoever did ariſe in 


Rer dominice , dominica ſubſtantia, 
Dei cenſus , Patrimonia pauperim , 
tributs egentiom animarum , ſtipendia 
paupernm, heſpicumperegriroriem. 


N on quaſs ſuis, ſed quaſi commenda- 
tis, non ab haminibur, ſedab ipſe Dev 
ſunt inſlitute. 


profit, whether by trade, merchandize, or Huzbandry , the tenth was 


required to be paid for tythes. | 
But ſtill the people had more mind to give 
them for the poor,rather then the prieſts, as may 
be underſtood by the complaint of pope 7nne- 
cent the third, who eryed out againſt thoſe that 
gave their tythes and firſt-fruits ro the poor, and 
not to the priefts, a» hainous offenders; his own 
words take in the margin. | 
Alſo by a general Council held at Zyens under 
Pope Gregory the tenth in the yerp 1274. it was 
conſtituted,that it ſhould not thenceforth be law 
full for men to give their ;y:hes of their own 
pleaſure where they would , as it had been be- 
fore, but pay all their :ythe: to the Mother- 
Church. By theſe it may be ſeen, that though 


the prople, who theti were generally 'papiſts id believe they ought to 


He, preaching on Zacheus charity, 
ſaith, Dedi: proprium , &+ reddidis 
alienum. Graviter ergo peccans qi 
decimas gy primitias non redduns S4- 
cordotibus, ſed eas pro volunate difri- 
buuns indigemtions. 


V t nulli hominum deincep i: liceas de- 
cimas ſnas ad libitum us anita ub; vel- 
let aſignare, fed Matrici Eccleſig om- 
ne; decimas perſolverent, 


pay 


CY 
pay them, yet were they ſree todiſpoſe them where they pleaſed, till 
theſe Popiſh Councils reſtrained their liberty. 


Won ſunt ferendi quivariis artibus 
decimas Ecclefiis ubuanientes ſubſira- 
here moliuntur, aut qui ab alin ſolven- 
as remere vcupant, & in rem ſuam 
wertuns; cum decimarum ſolutia debita 
fit Deo, &+ qus eas dare noluerint, aut 
dantes impediunt, res alienas inva- 
dunt: Precipit igitur ſanta Syno- 
dus , omnibus eujuſcung; gradus & 
conditionis int, ad quos dechmarum ſo- 
{utis ſpeB$as, ut eas (4d quas de juree- 
nenwur) in poſterum Cathedrals ant 
quibuſeung; aliis Eceleſiis vol perſonis, 
guibus legitime debcntur, integre per- 
folvant : Qui verd eas aut ſubfira- 
hunt, aut impediunt , Excommunicene 
tur : Nec ab hoc orimine, nifs plena r0- 
funtione fſecula abſolvantur. 


But the great Decree which ſpeaks moſt plain, 
and til} which nothing was given forth which 
did direftly conſtitute & em-bie rather ftiH ſup- 
poſed them as due by ſome former right , was 
made at the Council of Trent under pope Pius 
the fourth, about the yeer 15 60. And yet that 
greatCouncil followed the doftine of their Fa- 
ther, and ſaid, they were dueto God, and had 
no new Authority for their great Decree which 
they commanded to be obeyed under the penal- 
ty of excommunication. 

Having thus briefly run over the Eccleſtaſti- 
cal State abroad, from the infant-purity of the 
Church, to the heighth of the papal Dominati- 
on, and piven a (hall glimpſe through eyery 
Age to the point inhand, I fhall now more par- 
ticularly return to what may concern this Na- 
tion. 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader wh a relation 


f 
! 


of Ioſeph of Arimathea and bis eleven diſciples coming into Britein , 
ſent by Philip the Apoſtle inthe reign of Lrvirego,as Hiſtories reports 
nor of the converlion of King Zxcius afterwards, who is ſaid to give 

reat Endowments to the Church : Nor of the Britich Chriſtians , no- 
ron at all appearing of the payment of zyther in their dayes : But paſ- 
fing by them,and thoſe many yeers wherein the barbarous Saxens oyer- 
ran this Nation, exerciling moſt cruel perſecutions, till the very name 
of Chriſtian was b'otted out, andthoſe Heathens ſeated in the quiet 
poſſeſsion of a ſevenfold Kingdome in this Land. 

About the yeer 600.0r ſoon after, Gregory the firſt then pope of Rome, 
ſent over Avguſlinethe Monk into England, by whom Ehelbers King of 
Kent was converted;and by him and his followers in proceſs of time,o- 
ther parts of the Nation, and others ef the Kings, were alſo brought to 
their Faith. This Fugufine was a Canon-Regular, and both he-and his 
Clergy for long time after followed the example of former Ages,livi 
in common uponthe Offerings of their Converts, & thoſe that ceived 
them were joynedin ſocieties 1n imitation of the primitive prafticegha- 
ving ſuch dire@ion ſent him by pope Gregory, that inthe tenderneſs of 
the Sexen Church he & his Clergy ſhould till imitate the community of 
all things —_— the primitive times , under the Apoſtles, that they 
might not make their Religion burthenſom. 

But afterwards, havin brought a great part of the Nation to their 
faith, chey began to preach up vhe old Roman doeRtine , That Nee 
' Do WE - t-3”- oe o A 


Conn EE _ 


[9] 
ought to be paid 3 ard having taughethe people that the pardon of fa 
might be merited by good works, & the torments of hell be avoyded by 
thetr charitable deeds, it was no hard matter when that was belicyed,rs 
perfwade them not onely to give their Tythes, bur alfo their Lands , as 
the outward riches of thoſe called Religious Houſes thenzhere and elſe- 
where may tefttfie:for in this Natien they & the Clergy had almoft gor- 


gen the third part of the whole Land: and fo beſotted were the poor ig- 
worant people, that had rot a Law againft Morimain preventedit, a far 
greater part of the Nation had been in their hands. 
As concerning Lawes and Canons for tythes among the Saxons, itis 
eeported that in the yeer 786.two Legafes were ſent from pope Hadrian 
the firſt, to Offs K. of Mercland, and ElſwolfeK. of Northwnmberland, who 
_—_ a Decree, that the people of thoſe two Kingdomes ſhould pay 
tyther, 
- Alſo that Ethelulph, K- of the Weſt-Saxons, inthe yeer 855. made a 
Law, That the :yche of all his own lands (bould be given to God and 
his ſervants, and ſhould be enjoyed free from all taxes : Great dific- 
rence is among Hiſteriags about thisGrant,few agreeing in the words or 
ſubſtance of it,as Se/den thewes,ſome reſtraipiog it to the tyth of his own 
Demeſne Lands; others to the tenth part of his Land;others to the :y:he 
of the whole Nation. Atthattime the Nation being under great and Pro mes reme- 
heavy prefures by Denich irruptions, inteſtine wars, great ſpoyles and dio anime 
miſerieshe called a Council, where were preſent Bernredus K.of Mercia Regni to pope 
& Edmund K. of Eeft- Angles, and they to remove the heavy judgments li. 
then over them, granted the sythe of all theirland to God and his ſer- 
vants. 
K..Fthe/ſfions, about the yeer 930. K. Edmund about the yeer 940. K. 
Edger, about the yeer 970. K. Zthe/red, about the yeer 1910. K. Knuce, 
about the yeer 1620. Edward the Confefor, and others of the Sexon 


Kings, made ſeyeral lawes for :ythes, as Hiſtories report. 
The Normans afterwards entring this King= = Quoniane Divina Miſerecor dia pro- 


dom, & ſubduing it to themſelves, Wiliamthe 


vidente cognovimus eſſb diſpeſimm, op 
Conqueror confirmed the Liberties of the s 4 


longe lateq; 7 0 Eccleſia, ſonat 


Church ; ſo did H.the frſt, 7. 2. K-Stephen,and 
it may be others of the ſucceeding Kings did 
the like. 


Some Epiſcopal Conftitutiens alſo have been 
made tothe ſame cffe& by Kebers Winchelfty 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and others. 


That the Reader may underſtand the Princi- 
ples upon which theſe men ated, and the Do- 
Arrine:then preached amongſt them, and recei- 
ved and believed,L have inſertedin the Margin 


the Preamble of a Grant of King _—_ 
2 


emnium auribus divulgatum, Quid, Fle- 
emoſynarum larginoue, poſſunt ebſolus 
vincula peccatorums or edgquir; Celefti- 
wn premia gaudiorum: Ego Stephanus 
De gratia Anglorum Rex, part habe- 
re volens wm illis qui felici commercie 
Celeſtiapro terrenjs Commutand, Des 
emere compunttns, & pro ſalute ani- 
me meg, & pairis mii Matriſq; mees 
C> omninm parentum murum,cantece- 
foriz,&cc. And lo he go on,& confirms 
divers things that divers had granted 
to the church as = & other things 
c 


PerGenit ad aus iontin nftram , qued 

multi in Dioceſs t#a , decimas ſuas 

integnes vel duas paries ipfarum nou 

illis Ecclefiis in quarum Parrchiis ha- 

bitant, vel nbi predia habgnt, &+ a qui- 

bus Eccleſiaſtica percipiuns Satramen- 

14, perſolount 3 ſed eas aliic, pro ſua di- 
flribaunt voluntate: Cum egituor incon- 

veniens efſe videatur @ a ration? die 

pile, ut Eceliie que ſpirimalia ſcmi- 

nant, mezcre non debeant @ ſuis pars- 

chianis temvoralia &+ habere , fraterni- 
1atitue Auihiruate preſentium indul- 
gemus ut liceat 1ibi ſuper hoc, non ob- 
ſtants contradiftione vel appeliatione 
enjuſlibet , ſeu conſuetuds halen ob- 
ſervata, quod Canonicum freris z ordi- 
ware & facere, quod Statweris per cenſu- 
ram Ecleſiaſiccam firmiter abligare. 

Nulils erg9 » CK Confirmationir, > c.- 
Dainm Laiteran. 11. Nonas Tulii. 
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But K** PRO the many Laws, Candns 
and Decrees of Kings,popes, Councils& Biſhops, 
that every man ought to pay the tenth part of 
his increaſe, yet was itleft to the owner to con- 
fer it where he pleaſed, which made ſo many 
rich Abbies and Monafteries ; and ill the yeer: 
1200. or thereabouts , every one gave their 
tythes at their own pleaſure : which made pope 
Innecem the third ſend his Decretal Epiſtle to 
the Biſhop of Canterbury, commanding him to 
enjoyn every man to pay his temporal Goods to 
thoſe that miniſtred ſpiritual things to them; 
which was inforced by Eccleſtaftical cenfures : 
And this was the firſt beginniag of general pa- 
rochial payment of sythes in England: I have 
inſerted the popes own words in the Margin, as 
they are recorded by Cook in the ſecond partof 
his 1nſtizutes, who ſaith, That becauſe the popes 
Decree ſeemed reaſonable, it was admitted and 
injoyned by the Law of the Nation, King anq 
people being then papiſts. k 

This Decree of the pope receiving all poſſible 


aſſiſtance from the Biſhops and the priefts, in whoſe behalf it was made, 
did not onely in a ſhort time take away the peoples then claimed right, 
to pive their tythes to thoſe that beſt deſerved them , bur did alſo fo 
much corrupt the Clergie,that in the time of R, the ſecond, ickiif our 
famous Reformer,did make a heavy complaint to the Parliament, which 
in his own words I have inſerted, for the Readers better fatisfation: £h 
Lord God) where this be reaſon to conſtrain the peey people to findea worldly 
PrieFt, ſometime unable both of life and cunniag, in pomp and pride, covetiſe, 
endenvy, gluttonneſs, drunkenneſs , and luchery , in ſymony and hereſee, 
with far hor{e and jolly, and gay Saddles and Bridles ringing by the way,and 


himſelf in coſtly clothes and pelurt, and to ſuffer thejr wives and children, and 
their poor neighbours perich for hunger, thirft and cold, and other miſchief of 
the world: Ab Lord |eſu Chriſt , ſith within few yeers wen paid their 
T ythes and Offerings at their own will, free to good men, and able to great 
Worthip of God, to profis and fairneſs of holy Church Sghtingin earth; wby 
it were lawſn! and needful that a worldly Prieſt thould deftroy this holy and 
«approved cuſflome, conſtraining men ts leave this eedome, turning Tythes and 

Offering; unto wicked uſer. | 
That the meaning of theſe, andthe praftice of this Nation in this 
matter may be the better underftood , 1t is necdful to inform the Rea- 
der,that when the Pope's DoQrine was reccivedin a Nation,thatNation 
was dividedinto fo many Biſhopricks as were needful, & every Biſhop- 
rick into ſo many patiſhes as were thought convenient, and parithes are 
but of late ereRion, and till them moſt Preachers were ſent _ of wh 
Menalte- 


—— 
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Mottaſteries & rehigious(fo calte#)Hauſer;! and' the peoply did at their 
ownfree will give their tythes and offerings where they pleaſed, which 
liberty they enjoyed till abeut the year 1200: Andthough it was gene- 
rally beleryed, that tythe's oughe to be paid, yerdid no-nisn claim any 
roperty, ther cein,but every owner of thenine patts was1eqhiied-to. give 

e centh part to the Preiſt ve poor, 23 duc unto. God. 2% 141 6 , 

But now the Pope having fetup pariſhes, didenjoyn , that a Secular 
Prieft canonically inftitued, ſhould attend the ſexyice ofeach Pariſh; 
and that where tythes were nor already ſetltedy they ſhould be paid to 
the Pariſh Prieſt, notwithſtandi any cuſtom. ro the. cantraly ; the 
people then obnerally bei Papifts, did yiett obedicnce , as they dur 
not do orherwiſe; and it'may eatily be ſuppoſed;that bovieg pocfaoded 
the people to pay rythes,it was no hard matter to appoint the perſonto 
whom they ſhould be givcg. 

Pariſhes being ſet up, Prieſts appeinted,and tythes paid to them after 
forty years pafleſiion,what before was ewned as a gift, was now claim- 
ed as a debt; ; pam was pleaded by 'the preiſts as their juſt 
title : the peyple then ſecipgthemſelve$in a {nare, beganto contend, 
but the Imperious Pope (now Ina gteatheight of pride ang infolence 
te uphold this Creature-Clergy) thundred out his interditt againſt this 
Nation,excommunicated the King, frighted the Subje&s with hisBulls 
ftufr with Commination, and that againſt the yery point of arbitrary 
diſpoſal of tythes: And Rome now grown formidable, did highly inſult 
over Kingsand Princes, witpefſe Frederick, Berbaroſſe, Hen.the 6th. and 
other Princes of the Empirey and tho tories of our Fd. 2+ add K. Tohbn, 
arc obvious. Andour Rich:the firft to gratifie the Elergy for their ex» 
ceeding liberality in contributing w his ranſom from captivity , with 
great fayour gave them an indulgent Charter of their Liberties, andin 
this advantage of time the canon-Laws gained ſuch force , that paro- 
chial-payment came generally to be ſettled. 

Yet notwithſtanding our Engliſh Parliaments not willipg wholly to 
forget the poor, for whoſe ſake tythes were chiefly given, did make di- 
vers Laws, that a convenient portion of the tythes thould be ſer a-part 
for the maintenance of the poor of the Pariſhforever, R, 2. 15.6.4. H. 
4-asthe Statutes at Jarge do witneſs. 

The Pope having by theſe means brought in1ythes and made a pre- 
rended title by preſcription, fer up courts to recover then) , which were 
called Ecclchaftical courts, where his own creatures were judges , and 
here the poor people mipht eafily- underſtand what 'they mightexpedt 
from them; yet he that did not pay , no great puniſhment ould they 
infli& on him, but excommunicatiom out of their church. 

The Pope by all means apes. ry fayeur his chickeft props,, notwitk- 
ſtanding his general Dectee , could te} how: to. dilpence with his. own 
Laws at hispleaſyre; afd rhifefore frequemly did gram — 
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codiyers Orders to free them from payment o ftythes;witneſs theHoſpi- 
rallers, Ciftercians, Templers, and generally to all Lands held in the 
occupation of the called religious perſons and Houſes, which is the 
ground of all thoſe mens claims , who have bought the Lands of difſol. 
ved Monatteries,&c.and fay they are tythe-free. | 

When the Pope by eolour of the Jewiſh Laws (by whicb eythes were 
given ts the Levitical-pricſtheod) hadgained an univerſal payment of 
rythes to all his clergy , in further imitation of the carthly tabernacle, 
he ſets up = new building after the former pattern,and therefore to him- 
felf he claims firft-fruirs and tenths aza ſucceflor of the Jewiſh High- 
Prieſt : ſins alſo he undartook to pardonzCardinals alſo he appoints as 
Leaders of theic Families; Myters they wear on their heads, as Farexn 
did , Synagogues they build,with ſingers, porters, &c. and inte the 
form of the Levitical prieſthood they transform theaaſelves , thereby 
wholly denying Chriſt Jelustheend of types and figures, to be come 
110 the fleſh. 

Afterwards F.8.King of Englend being a Papift, and believiug the 
Pope's Dorine, as alſo did his Parliament, that tythes were due to 
Ged and Holy Church,madea Lay that every one hould ſet out and 
pay his tythes. | 

And ſeeing this is the great Law, and the firſt of our Patliament- 
Laws for tythes,and that wpon which the re& are grounded, I ſhall here 
inſert the preamble ofie. 


Foraſmuch as divers uitmbers of evil-diſpeſed perſon: , having no reſpe# 
to their duties ts Almighty God, but againſt right and good couſcience have 
attempred to ſubſtract and withheld in ſome places the whole, and in ſome 
þlacts great paris of their T'ythes and O blations, as well perſenal as prodial, 
dnt unto God and Holy Chardb,ehc. 


A ſecond Law in his time was alſs made to the like purpoſe, andin 
purſuance of the former, and great reaſon he had,and need there was 
for them;for having diſolved many Monaſfteries, who had many tythes 
and ReQtories appropriated to them, and citker had them in his own 
hands, or fold them to others,to be held as lay-poſſeſſions,and they ka- 
ving no law whereby to recover them, the Popes laws not reaching to 
Lay-perfons (fa called ) he was neceflitared to make new laws to en- 
force the payment of them;which the better to colour oyer the matter, 
be makes ingeneral terms, but ſtill ceſtrams the tryal oſtythes to the 
Eccleſ1aftical Courts. : | 

After him Edw.the {xxth,in purſuance of bis fathers laws, and upon 
the ſame grounds makes another law for the payment of predial and 
perſonal 4ythes, nnder penalty of double damages and coft , who alſo 

reftraifiFvhe Tryal-go the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, Theſe laws ſuppoſe that 


» 
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tythes were due to God and Holy Church, and therefore they require 
wer hog man do yeild and ſet out hi. tythes , as hath been accuſto- 
med. 

In purſuance of theſe laws ſome Ordinances were made in thetime 
of the long Parliament , in the exigences of the War, becauſe the courts 
of Juſtice was ebſtruted. 

All theſe are the ſubſtance of our Englith Lam, concerning T'ythes, 


. Having thusgeneraliy and briefly run over the Zaws and praRices of 
tything,both abroad,and in this Nation, I ſhall give fome hints of the 
Opinions of former times concerning tythes. Abont the year 1000. and 
1:00.After Chriſt. when tythes were generally preached up and claimed, 
great controyerkte did ariſe between the Canoniſts and the Clergy, by 


z 


what immediate law tythes were payable. 

The Canoniſts generally ground themelyes upon'.the Decrees and 
canons of the church (fo called) and on the writings of Angufine, 
Ambroſe, and the reftof the ancient Fathers , who ſay they are due by 
Divine Right- | 

The clergy of thoſe times were at difference amongſt themſelves, 
ſome of them ſaying , that tythes,quead guetam pariem,orazitisa de- 
termined part, is due only by politive and Ecclehaſtick layy 3 but quoed 

ſubſtantiam ſnam,or as it denotes a competent part to be allowed for the 
maiatenance ofthe miniſtery, is due by Divine law;and that the tenth 
part was decreed by the church,per vim ejus exemplarem,or by imitation 
of the Jewiſh State,and not per vim obligativamyor any continuing force 
of it under the Goſpel; and that the church was norbound to this party 
but freely might as well haye ordained the payment of a 9g; th,orsth,ac- 
cording to the vatious opportunity. This was taught by Hah At enines, 
KI cnericur de Grandavo,R. de Meaiavilla, Cardinal Cajetan, o. Meyer, 
Snart {der, and others, who fay it isthe common Opinion of the 
reateſt part ofthe clergy ofthat time,and that the tenth part was ra- 
ther ceremenial then moral. HIS 

Here alſo was made adifſtinction, and many fſaid,that predial & mixe 
tythes were due by the divine Eccleſiaftick law ; but perſonal tythes 
only by the decrees of the church; but Hales ſaid, that tyther, as well 
perſonal as predial, are in the precept quoed ſubſlantiam , but neither 
guead quotam; and therefore inYeniccand other cities , where nopre- 
dial tythes are, a perſonal tythe is required by the poſitive law of the 
church,by vertue of the ſubſtance (not.ceremeny)of the command. 

Another opinion (and that owned by many ) was drawn from the 
former Doctrine,which concluded , that ſeeking tythes as the guore 
per;,were not enjoyned by the command of God, therefore they were 
meer Alms,' os as what debire Charitatirgnor debire juftitio,was to be dif- 


ſed. 
penſe of 
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Ofthis opinion were the Dominicans and Francifetns, who both began 
about the year 12 10.and by theirDoRrine got many tythes to be given 
to their Monafteries: and that whatſoever was given to the four Orders 
of Mendicans Eryars y was a ſufficiennt diſcharge ſrom the Prick 

And our famous reformers, Tohn Wickiiff, Walter BrmieV Fill, Thorp 
and others, whoſe arguments are at largein Fox his Fr & Monumentr, 
did in their dayesbear their teſtimony againſt tythes, for which ſome of 
them ſuffered in flames. : 

Agreeing herewith are the Articles of the Bohemians , publiſhed neer 
300. years lince, wherein a divine right to tythes lince the Goſpel is de- 
nycd: whereupon alſo long lince they took all their temporalities from 
their Miniſters,and before Wickiiff's umeGerardus Segarellus was of the 
ſame mind. And che great Eraſmics alſo, ſaid, that thecommon exating 
of tythes by the clergy of his time, was no better then tyranny. my 

Having thus briefly run over the Dodtrines, Decrees, Prattiſes and 
Opinians concerning tythes, I ſhall make ſome ſhort obſeryations 
thereupon, that the Reader may underſtand whercunto they rend,and 
then proceed to the matter a6 it concerns us at this day,wherein be will 
Gnd the knowledge of theſe things which be uſefull. 

Firſt that amongſt the Jets eythes were paid no the Levites that dit 
the common ſeryices of the tabernavte & temple, and net to the ſons of 
Aaron, , the Prielts , for they had only a tenth part out of the 
tythes , and therefore he that pleads for tythes from the Moſaical Laws 
of rything, bad need conſider how the payment of tythes to miniſters, 
ſucceeds to the payuient of tythes to the Zeyites,:who werenot Prieſts, 

* not were ta touch er meddle with that holy Officeleſt they dyed. 

2. That amongftthe Jews nv qutward Lay was appointed for the re- 
covety oftythes, but he that did not pay them robbed God, and by him 
only was puniſhed. ; 

3- That the tythes were not for the Levites only, but for the ſtran- 
ger _ fatherleſs, and the widdow, who were to eat thereof,and be (a- 
T eg.! ,' ws ; : 

4, That when the Levitical prieſthood was _ by the coming of 
Chiit Jelus;the Law for tything was alſo changed, as Pax/ writ to the 
Fichrems, for it is evident,that in the beginning of the church , forthe 
fiſt 300, years, while the purity and (implicity of the Goſpel was retain- 
ed,no tythes were payed amongſt chriſtians. 

5. That as the miftery of iniquity began to work, and mens imagina- 

tions were taught inſtead of the Do@rine of Chriſt, divers men fetching 

their ground from Meſer's writings, began to preach , that tythes again 
ought to-be paid. Ty San 
6. That thoſe that firſt preached up tythes, prefſed the payment of 
them, not for the mantenance of a Migiſtery only, but chiefly for pro- 
wikon for the poor and needy. | 
7. Thay 


| 
| 
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5. That in the firſt pratice of the payntent of 2yche , they were not 
paid as tyches, but as free-oferings at the bounty of the giver, and nor 
as anſwering any Law that requiceth the tenth part ; and ſo more pro- 
perly were called offerings then tythes. 

8. That notwithſtanding any DoRrines preached, it was not areceiyed 
Dotrine, that £y:hes ought to be paid, till about the yeer 1000. that the 
Pope had (et up his Authority, and ufurped Dominion over the greate 
parts of Europe, and almoſt all Emperors, Kings, and Princes brought 
in ſubjeRion to him, and his innovated ſuperſtitions £ 

9. That notwithſtanding the ſtriſt commands of the Pope,no outward 
compulſary Law was made by the Rape or hjs Councils to inforce any 
to pay :yher, but only their excommunication. 

10. That eythes were alwayes accounted an Eccleſtaſticall duty , and 
therefore by Eccleliaſtical Courts were tryed and judged; and till the 
diſſolution of Abbeys, &c. were never called a Civil Ri he. 

11. That zythes were brought in as a duty owing unto God, and were 
ſo required and inforced; and therefore all Lawes made for the payment 
of rythes, takes that for their ground , and not any civil property or 
rightin him that claims them. _ 

12. That till the yeer 1200. or thereabouts, itwas the common pra- 
Qice for every one to beſtow his cythe: where he pleaſed. 

13. That from ſuch arbitrary diſpoſitions, Abbies and Monafterice 
came fo be ſo richly endowed with Tytherand Revfories. 

14+ That all Exemptiens from payment of «yes came from the 


ops. 

0 That firſt-fruits and tenths are but 2 late innovation, and claimed 
by the Pope, as Succeſſor to the Jewith High Pricſt, as Cookin the third 
part of his /nſtirures alſo reftifes. 

16. That tythes are the ſame thing, whether claimed by an Abbey, 
or Impropriator, or a Prieft, and ftand upon the ſame ground and ſoun- 
dation,and differ nothing but inthe perſon that peſleiſeth them. 

17. Here alfe thedeclining State of the Church to corruption and 
error,may be cleerly diſcerned and traced; foras the power of truth was 
loſt, ſo was the fruit thereof, which cauſed fuck earneſt prefling to need- 
full contributions; and when that would not ſerve, Laws and Decrees 
were made to force them: But in the beginning it was not ſo ; for while 
the purity and ſimplicity of the Goſpel was retained, there needed no 

refling ; for their charity then abounded not onely to the tenth part 

oe parts, as the needs of the Church required. W 

18. t the right of tytbes was never cleared, but remained in con- 
troverhe even amongſt the greateſt papiſts , and in all ages there were 
thoſe that withſtood the payment of them : And mapy of the Martyrs 
for that, amongk other things, ſuffered in flames. 


C Theſe 


The Caſe, 


| [16] *' 
Theſe things thus premiſed, I thall briefly ſtate the great Caſe, and 
Queſtion, at this day chiefly controverted concerning 7.xthes, as claim- 
edand paid in Exgland. 


Wether any perſon have atrue end legal property in the tenth part of Xt, 
xher mans inoreaſe, now commonly called T ythes ? 


The terms are plain, and need no opening 3 yet it is needfull to de- 
flare why the Caſe is thus ſtated ; for the great Queſtion rather ſeems 
to be, Whether T yshes be not due at this day ? + 

. That may be due to another, wherein yet he may have no legall pro- 
perty, as Cuſtome, Tribute,7 axes, which are to bepaid, becauſe com- 
manded by the State, and though Law and Equity obliges the payment, 
yet 15 no diſtin property in him that commands : ang fo tythes may be 
ſuppoſed to be due,becaufe ſo many Laws haye been made for payment 
of them,though the perſon that claims them way bave no particular ijn- 
tereſt or property therein, other then is derived from the command. 

But now in Exgland tythes ate not only claimed by vette of divers 
Laws, but alſo as bcing adiſtin@ property, ſeveredfrom the property of 
the nine parts. | 

And if this could cleerly be evinced, all ſcruples of conſcience were 


, anſwered ; for if a true and legal property be in another perſon to the 


centh part of my increaſe, I ought in conſcience-to yeeld & fer infoxth, 
becauſe i is not mine; and then thenams, of rythe, 2s having in any 
meaſure relation to the Jewim prietthvue vi pupim Glergte, were ab an 
end, but as a debt it wo ber be truly paid-to the-proprictor, 

Many things have been ſaid, and much written to prove ſuch a pro- 
perty, the ſubſtance whereof, as far as hath come to my knowledge, E 
thall briefly ſum up under theſe general Heads, as alſo the grounds of 
thoſe who claim them to be due,and yct plead no prapesty;which being 
the Icfſes, may be fally-included and anſwered inthe other. + 


geveral Claims made for tythes, end a legal property therein 
ſee down and anſwered. 


x. Thefirk claims 9ythes to be due jave djving, and produce the Law 
of Moſes for it. =o : bo yin 
2. Others ſay, that as tothe quete parr, (viz. the terth-part) Ty thee 
are not due by-the Law of God, . onely the equity of the Law is (ll 
of ſorce, which obhgeth to afford a cempetent maintenance for the Mi- 
niftry, but deth not bind to the certaia quantity + 
3: Others there are who plead the Decrees, Canons, and Conſitu- 
tions of general Councils, Ropes, Biſhops, Convacations , and thelc 
fay,that :ythes arc due jwre Ecclefieſtico. as 
agcc 
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Vnder theſe ſeveral Claims, ot LA of them, have ryhe+ been'de- 
manded and paid, fince the dark night of Apoſtacy overſpread the earth 
under the papal power, till the Pope's Supremacy and Religion was caſt 
off in England; and where the popiſh Religion 18-profefied , they are 
now by the ſame demanded and paid. - 

Butnow of latein Zngland nejy claims are made;and the old preteri- 
ces ſeem too much to favour of the popitſh Leven , and therefore a hu- 
man right is pleaded, which I ſhall brieflybring under theſe few Heads. 

1. Some plead the gifts of Kings and princes, who were Rulers of the 
people, as Ethelws/ph, &c. : 

2. Others plead the temporal Laws of Kings, Parliaments, &e. 

3- Others plead the particular gifts, appropriation, conſecration, or. 
donation of thoſe who were former owners of the Land 

4. Others plead preſcription , and alcgall right by their pofſefſi- 
©N. 

5. Others plead a legal right by purchaſe. 

And belides theſe, I never heard or read of any other pretence for 
tythes, though I haye diligently for two yeers and more, laboured toim- 
form my felt fully what coutd be alledged for them. ; 

To begin with the firſt , Thofe that fay zthes are due by Divine 
Right. | 

Some of them ſay , Thas the Law given ts Iſrael! for payment of tenths to 
the Tribe of Levi, doth alſe oblige Chriſtians to pay tenths touheir Miniſters 


as ſucereding in the Prieſts Of fice. . 
IFnf- To fuck ic pe Of <afwcred, that the pricfibood which had 


a commandment to take :y;hes being changed by Chriſt Jeſus, there is 
made of neceſſity alſo a change of the Law 3 and now the pricſthood is 
no more committed to the natural off-ſpring of Zevi , or any other 
tribe, but to Chriſt Jeſus the unchangeable prieſthood, whoſe I 
ſtands not in figures and carnal Ordinances,but is the ſubſtance of whas 
that was but a figure: And it is cleer, the primitive church were afſur'd 
of it, who for ſome hundreds of yeers, andtill the myſterie of Iniquity 
began - — called for the paymeut of rtythes,as is before plain- 
ly proved. 
fr how deth a Goſpel-Miniſtery ſucceed to the Levites, who received 
tythes but were not pgricfts? much more coleur had the Quiriltcrs, Sing- 
ing-men, andthe reſt of the Raþble brought into the late Cathedrals, 
” claina then, and enely to pay out a tenth part to the prieſts, as the 

vites did, 

Others ſay, That Abraham paid1ytherts Melchiſedec, which we: before 
the Levitical Priefihozd; and Chriſt Teſmiis made « Prefs afar the Order of 
Melchifedec. woe of 
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Abrahom returning from the flaughter of the Kings, was met by Me/- 
ebiſedec, who brought him bread and wine, and Fbrabam gave him the 
eenth of the ſpoyl; but what is this to the payment of nd wy unleſs it 
oblige the ſouldicrs?for it doth not appear that Fbrabem paid the tenth 
part of his own increaſe;nor doth it appear that Fbrehem gave the teuth 
part at any other time ;z and how will this prove a yeerly payment of 
tythes to Miniſters ? 

And what if 7acob gave tythes > how are either of theſe examples 
CIS then any other of the good ats that citherof theſe holy 
mendid 2 

Objef, If it be ſaid, that Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, Te 2ythe mint, &>c. theſe 
things ye ought not to leave undone. 

Ir's anſwered, rs mes Chriſt then ſpoke to the Jewes in the time 
when the Levitical priefthoed was not ended, who were bound by the 
Law ſo long as it was of force, till he was offered up, and ſaid, 7+ ir fi- 
nihed. 

But though divine right hath been of leng pretended , few are now 

left who will onely ftandto it, and the generality both of Lawyers, 
Prieſts, and People are of a contrary mind. 
't Forif «ythes be abſolutely due by the Law of God, no ceſtom,uſage, 
preſcription, priviledg or pofiſh diſpenſation, can acquitfrom paymens 
of the utmoſt peny of the tenth part ; but ſcarce the tenth perſon in 
England payeth tythe in kinde, and many plead they are tythe-free, apd 
pay none at all, and others very ſmall matters ; and ſo the greateſt parc 
of the people of Fngland deny oxobes to be due by Gods Law. 

Again, if sytbes be due by the Law of God, then is it to. the end for 
which they were commanded, for the Zevizes, the Strangers, the Father- 
teſ:, and the Widows; all therefore, who plead for :yther by Divine 
Right, muſt not pay them to an {mproprieaver; for by Gods Law he can- 
not claim, neither ought any Impropriater of that minde to receive 
them. 

Andof late yeers, it was by Rolls, Chief Juftice, adjudged in the Vpper 
Bench, That 2ythes are nat now due by the Lay of God. 


2. Tothe next, thoſe that plecd the equity of the Law is 


fill of force, 


Theſe plead not for tythe; properly,butfor a comfortable maintenance 
and by way of zythes, as they ſuppoſe moſtconvenicat, &c. And theſe 
bring many Scriptures in the New Teftameut , that he. that Jabeurs is 
worthy of his hire 3 he that preacheth the Goſpel, ought to live of the 
xg 3 Let him that is taught,commynicate ty him tbat ceacheth,and 
the like. 


And 
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And to ſuch ſay, that not only the equity of the Leviticall Law for 
tything,the Do@rine of Chriſt Jeſus and. his Apoſtles do bind, but even 
from natural things we are largelytaught our duty therein; No man muz- 
luth the month of the Oxe , and no man goeth to « warfare at his onn chargez 

and he that plants 4 vineyaed, eats the fruit thereof ': And herein-itis a- 

greed , that the Miniſters of Chrift Jeſus, who are called to his ſervice 

and labour in the word, eught te be comfortably provided fer, that 
they go not to warfare at their own charge. 

But this doth not require that the world ( which lies waſte as a Wi!- 
derneſs,and isnot ef theVineyard)ſhould contribute,much leſs be com- 
pelled to give a certain portion of the ſruits of theis labours towards 

maintenance of Chriſt's Minifters,. 

And theſe grant,that every man is the ſole owner of his own labours 
and poflcflion; and though by another he may not be compelled , for 
ſuch ſacrifice God abhers , yet ought every one freely to glorifie God 
with his ſubſtance, to ſtrengthen the weak hands,and ſeeble knees, aud 
to give to him that teacketh , thoſe things that are ncedfull, and ſuch 
cheerfull givers God accepts. | 

And this leaves every one free to give wo him that teacheth,not bind- 
_ the maintenance of theſe who have leſsneed then the giver , or 
of thoſe who are wansformed as Apoſtles and miniſters of Chriſt, who 


: havethe form, but want the power, who teach for filthy Iucre, keeping 


ever le-rning,but cannnot bring to the knowledge of the truth. 

And of ſuch as Chriſt Jeſus ſent forth, he alwayes took care, and they 
never wanted, but they reaped the fruits of their labour , and eat the 
fruits of their own Vineyards which they had planted, & by the charches 
who were gathered out of the world,were theymaintained to preach the 
Goſpel to the world,untowhom theywould not make theGoſ pel charge- 
able or burthenſome,which was their glory and their crown. 

And herewith let our now called churches be proved and tryed, 


* who ſeperate from the world, and yet many of them receive pay & wa- 
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ges for their teachers from the world, who ſend onne no theirown eoft 
co preach to the world. 

And here eur Rulers ſhould learn wiſdom to witheld their hands 
from upholding any with their worldy Sword, and compelling others 
to maintain them,and to leave Chrifts kingdom to his own rule, who 
is Lord of the Harveſt, and ſends forth labourers, and hath fpiritto pur 
mponthem;zwho ſends forth the Fiſhermen,the Shepherds, and Herd(- 
men,the tillers of the ground,and the keepers of flocks,who ſpeak plain 
words,that wiſe men cannot underſtand,who are wiſe in the worlds wiſ- 
dom,gathered in Schools, whitker they are ſent toleamatrade, there, 
by to get their livings; and in the time of popery they ſtuditd the 'po- 


: piſhDorine, and then preached them to others ; and in the time of 
| prolacy they changed to a new form; And when that yas laid aſides 


Pre;byinry 


zo? , ' 
Pribytery was ſet up,and thenſuch the Vairerſici*s ſentforth; ard ſince 
Independency was preferred,great ſtore of chem are fpread abroad; and 
look what pleaſeth them beſtthat have and or livings in difpoſe, 
thatis the moſt cryed up, and molt ſtudyed and preache! +14 here is 
the ſpring of ourTeachers, the Voirerſities 3 and theſe (ay that Greek, 
and Hebrew are the original,which they go thither to learn » tha they 
may underſtand what Chrilt ſpoke, and the Apoſtles preached: But the 
Febrews and Greeks, who heard them ſpeake in their own language, 
could not underſtand their Do@trinegfor it ſeemed foolithneſs to them; 
.& theſe by their original are inno better ſtate, nor nearer to the know- 
ledge of the Goſpel: And let your rulers conlider , that Chrifts love to 
the world,for whom he dyedzis not abated, neither is his ſpirit dimi- 
niſhed, nor his power ſhortned,that he will not, or cannor , Fad forth, 
& fit his Miniſters tor his ſervice,or that he need; Vaiyeriitics to iatrut, 
or Magiſtrates to provide maiatenance for choſe he ſends forth. And let 
them lookto their own kingdom,the world, thereinto puniſh & reſtrain 
theevil.&to encourage & protectthe good, & then all would be agreed, 
and the Nation keptin peace, evety one enjoying his true liberty and 
freedom : For in this it is alented , that the Minifters of Chrift Jeſus 
whe ſowe unto usſpiritual things,ſhould reap of our temporats:* Zut 
here is the difference; firſt;that our confciences muſt be our judge who 
theſe Minifters are , and no other mans direction;for to the conſcience 
. were Chrifts Miniſters alwayes made manifeſt, & not approved with the 
reaſon and wiſdom of man. Secondly, That our gift mutt be free, and 


by no mans compulſion ; 
Would not this caſe the Magiſtrate of much trouble rhat he makes to 


himſelf,and be more acceptable to God and man ? for who hath made 
him a Judge in thele things? 


A third ſort plead thedecrees , canons, conſtitutions of general 
councils, Popes, Biſhops,convocations. 

Toſuch I thall only ſay, that for the firſt 800. years aftes Chrift, no 
canon ardecree was made by general.cauncil, nor was it then deter- 
mined by the church (as *twas called ) what part every man ſhould 
Pay. And the firſt eight general couneils donot ſo much as ſpeak of 
the name of tythes,and that was till about 1000. years, and then about 
that time it came te be received and believed that rythes ought to be 
paid; yetin England, as well as other Nations, every man might have 
giveghis tythe wheze he pleaſed,ti!labourthe year 1200- avis already 
praved. . But I need not fay much to theſesfew being of this mind , but 
thoſe who ownthe Pope for their Head, we having in Zng/end denyed 
and caſt off his fupremacy, though in this matter of tythes,and many 


other thangs, we ſtill feel his power amgogh us. 
And 
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- Andanow having briefly gone over a ſubFance 6f what it pleaded 

for a Divine or Ecclehafticy right, I come next- te what 15 pretended 
for a humane right. y 

And the firſttort pleads the gifts of Kings,as Frbeiwolph, &c. 

To thele I anſwer, If they'coeldprove the whole land had been the 
particular poffeffion of any fach King , they ſaid fomuhing; though that 
would notjuſtifie the taking tythes from all the people,as thall be more 
fully proved hereafter. But by what righe could he give the tenth part of 
the encreaſe and fruits of the labours of all the people of his dominions, 
who had no legal property therein > It was an caſte matter when the 
PopesEmiffaries had eaughrtthe people thattythes were dus toGod and 
them,and had'perſyaded Kings and Nobles.that Heaven mighr be pur- 
chaſed by their works,to procure from them the gift of that which was 
nor theirs,ths poor peoples tythes ; eſpecially conkidering the people 
were ofthe ſame mind, and as zealous of all the popitſh ſuperſtitions as 
themſelves, and every one triyingw ho ſhould therein moſt excel; wit- 
nefs thoſe many rick Abbeyrand Monifietien lately in this Land. Bur 
if that K Ethelwolphs grant be the foundation of tythes; then how many 
fucceeding Kings,and Biſhops,and others have violated this deed by ap- 
propriating them to'Abbyes,Monafteries, and ſuch like Houſes > And 


' how have all ages fince &the/wolph,taken upon themſelves the diſpohiti- 


onof tythes, without any relation to what he did; which ſhews clearly, 
That neither Kings,Parliaments, nor people , did ever take themſclyes 
bound by this grant : Bar che folly and vanity .of this argamcnt wilt 
more plainly appear hereafrer. 

The next, andthoſc which ſeem to have the ſtrongeſt plea, do urge 
the temporal Laws of Kings and Parliaments,end ſay,by the Law they 
have as good a property intythes,as any man hath is his Lands. 

Arnj.To ſuch I lay, The Law doth not give any mana property ei- 
ther in tand,or tythes,or any other thingy but only deth conferve to e- 
very man his property which he hathrin his land and poſſefſions, either 
by gifr, purchaſe,or diſcent,and ſecure him from the injury er violenec 
of another. R 

Bur let us not be deceived with anew pretence, lately taken up to 
delude the ſimple mindsofa legal property,and a civilright,for that is 
but a ſhift;and is matters not what'any ſay» or now pretend cancerning 
the right of tythes,, when they. fee their o'hee claims willnor ferve the 
turn; but tet us hear what the Makers of the laws fay of them, thoſe 
from whom they claim;and paſting by the Seven times,and K. Srephen, 
and the reft of thoſe who were in the mid-night of Popery , let us come 
toH.3. who cat off the Pope, and upon whoſe law all others that 
were ſince made are builded; and in the preamble of the a@ itis decla- 
red, Thas tyther art duet God and holy Church, and they blame men for 
being ſo wicked as not to pay fhemzand thereforg that law is mgde; _ 
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here is the ground of the Law,not apy property orcivil right in priefls 
or others;and therefore if the Law require them as dhe by divine right, 
he that ſaith they are onely due by kumane right , cannot claim them, 
nor ought to recover them by that Zawfor he claims them by another 
right ; and for any man to claim that by bumane right, from humane 

law,which commands them as jdue by divine right, is but a meer deceit, 
And that law ofH. g.and the reft,did not upon any civilground,ſetup,or 
conſtitute the payment of tythes, but takes it for granted, that rythes are 
due ro God «nd holy Church;and therefore the foundation of the law be- 
ing taken away ,:has they are net due to God andhelyChurch,the law falls 
to the ground ; forthe law net making them due, but ſuppoſing them 
due by a former right, iſthey were not {o due, the law cannot be bind- 
in 

| 


That tythes were never til aow of late pretended a civil right,is plainz 
for as they were impoſed by the Pope,ſo were they tryable in bis courts; 
and thoſe very laws made by late Parliaments, did appoint them to be 
tryed in the Eccleliaftical cours, reftrained the temporal ]uriſdition, 
as the Ads themſelyesteſtifie. , ; | 

But what is the property that is now claimed ? is icin a perſon ? that 
connot befor the Prieſt hath them not till he enter his office, and when 
he parts with that , he looſeth his tythes: So the prieſt hath no property, *' 
but his office: And what is that? it was a popiſh office when tythes were | 
firſt paid to it,and how comes the property to continue now the office | 


pe 


is laid afhdezand the Pope that ſetthemup * But kew can a civil right 
or property be pretended, when the aurnor was the Pope ? The cnd for | 
a called ſpicieual worſhip, and recovered in an Ecclefiaftical called | 
court. Are not theſe covers grown too ſhort? . 
Andinthe ARtof32.H. 8. tythes are called ſpiritual gifts: and © 
there of impropriety tythes ſold after the difolution, tis ſaid, - they are 
now made temporal : And before that time it was never heard that 
rythes were called a temporal right. | ; 


But it's further ſaid, Theſe Lewe: were made by Parliaments,the Repreſen- : 
2a:ives of the people: And though tythes were nos due before, yer they might © 
give 1yther, becauſe their own, they being the bedy of the people. 

This would ſuppoſe a particular conſecration or donation of the peo- 
ple,not onely in their Legiſlative capacity, to binde themſelves by a is 
Law, but by a particular LF#of Free-gifs : But it's plain,the LF#never 
intended any ſuch thing, for it gives nothing, but commands what was f 


... 
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before. 
And as to the Law it ſelf, and all other Laws of Kings, Parliaments, 
Popes, Councils, Biſhops,and whatever elſe was by any wan made for 
the payment of 2ythes fince Chriſt Teſs came in the fleſh, joyned all * 
together, how do they all, or apy of tkem, bind the conſcience ? "yy if 
tythes * 


Wo - 
T'ythes be notdueby the Law of Gods i9 hetevn proved; uid almott 
generally granted: Who hath ſetthem up? the lajy of wary ar beſt. Ank 
who is man that makes a law in the place where God tifannullad: his 


own command? is it better to obey man then God 2 or is man:'grown 


wieth ten his Maker > Who pat this* potyer into the hand of 'min to 
raiſe a compulſory maintenance for Miniſets ? That ay ! Parliament 
have any power to make any binding law forthe' maintenance of theſe 
they ca'l Miniſters, for doing a work which they call worſhip of God; 
and force the people to ſubmit to it,the clear light of this age doth ge- 
nerally condemnz for they are much more hike to ſet 6p .and maintain 
thoſe who arc contrary toChrift,thenChriſts Minifters;who never 160k- 
ed for, nor durſt own ſuch a way of proviſion. *WiRt any fay they have 
power ? from whom had they it > [tis derived "forty the people?! that 
cannot be, Have they ony other poryer committed to them how 1s it? 
as they are Magiſtrates ? Itfo, the T»rk, and all Infidel Mapaiſtrates 
have the like. Or is it asrhey are chi iftian Mapiftrares 2- then 'may 
not France, Spain, &c, claim the ſame ?' for what Natjort int Zurepe will 
not ſay they have a chriftan inapifttacy, though far'the greater-part of 
them be Papiſts » And may 'nor #Papift by as good tight require ard 
compel maintenance for his mikiſters asH; $:0ran- other 'could,or can 
do? But that I mny notbe miſtaken; as if I went about'to take away 
the magiſtrates p$wer to raife taxes,'Sefſements, or other charges, for 
the ſervice & defence of the nation;zit is neegful to:ftinyutſh between 
thoſe things that are called civil,'ard' frch-as'are called Ipirfeuyl : For 
civil ends and uſe the'peopie may give powett# their Repreſentatives 
to raiſe-moneys;or atiy'orher civil thimg;beeatiſein ſachthinps they ate 
their own mafters :' But in matrers of religion and ſpiritual things, ns 
man can give power to another to impoſe any thing' upon himſelf , or 
his neigbour; for in thofe things ce exy one is to be accountable - unts 
God,& to ftand and fall to his ow; matter. And thug we giveunts God 
'the things that are God+,and unto Cx/ky the things thatarc his, paying 
ticbome to whom tribttte isdue? ut as for all hays made inf the will of 
man, in the things of God, and their heavy puniſhments inflitedwpon 
ſuch as cannot for eonſcience ſake conform unty them, they reach not 
the conſciance,and therefore make no fn 2gair® God. » 
And as concerning the laws of K.H 7 .-nd2rw © it may be confider- 
ed ſome of them.wexe made by a Popith King a7) Partiament Fand the 
reft, inthe gliminering of light, whenmen were by: en as rrees 3 and 
therefore to make their hays 2 Rule for this day of tor and Sun-ſhine 
light, favours too much of theold poptth ſpiric,and is a ſhame toonr re= 
formation. And'f it be faid, Papiits might, and did, mak= goood 1:wss 
Tr's true, in temporal things they did , but not in things of re'igion, 
wherein they are differenced fromus, becauſe Papilts, | 
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+ But were the law juſt in commanding cythes, can itbe equal to give 
double or trebble damage where they are not paid? If any manbe ow- 
ing ajuſt and due debt,no more by law can be recovered, but what the 
ecbtis, beſids the charges of the Law : How cruel therefore are theſe 
Laws and Ordinances,which in a matter of ſo nauch juft ſcruplezrequire 
& impoſe the double or trebble value? And how unrighteous are all 
ſuch perſons ,as by force of ſuch Laws receive them? For if tythes were 
due,is therefore the trebble value due,becauſe the Law hath made that 
penalty ? Where is equity er juftice in either > The Pope and his adhe. 
rents did only excommunicate the refuſer till he conformed ; and till 
theſe late laws, ſuch penaltics avimpriſonment and trebble damage were 
never known. And here what was by our forefathers fuperſtition(whom 
we look back at as afar off, and pitty)be unIn ignorance, we build up, 
and confirm with tyranny,and inſtead of their Rods, make to our ſelycs 
Scorpions. 

But herein is notall , but the law requires every man to ſet out the 
renth,and ſo makes him a voluntary —_ inthat againſt which his con. 
ſcience teſtes, which is moſt cruel and unrighteous:and he that cannot 
do ſo,they ſuc and hale before Courts and Magiſtrates, and there they 

et judgment of trebble ny yr by thatjudgment frequently take 
Eie-fo d,yea ſfomtime ten-fold the value : Shall not theſe things ten- 
der this ago which ſo much pretends to reformation , contemptible to 
future generations;agd fos theſe things ſha}l not even Papifts riſe up in 
judgement againſt us, and condmn us? 

But how is it that any law fer tythes ic now executed? do not all laws 
and ftatutes for tyhes reftrain the tryal of them to the Keeleſiaſtical 
courts,and prohibits the temporal courts from medling with them. And 
fince the Eccleſiaſtical courts are deſtroyed , whe haye power to give 
judgeatent for tythes? no temporal Juge proceeding according to the 
laws for tything : How isit then,thas ſo many perſons are ſued, proſe- 
cuted, and unjuſtly vexed for tythesin all the courts at WoFiminſter,and 
not onely ſo, but in the Sheriffs court , and other petty courts in the 
country. 


QbjeAd. If it be ſaid,The Statute gives double damages andoafir, and ne 
Conrt being appointed where thet chall be recovered, iinwſt be ſuppoſed co be 
the Common-Lar Conrts. 

I anſwer,by asking;Of what muſt they give the double or trebble da- 
mage,ſceing they are reſtrained from vying for the fangle value 2 If 
they caunoet judge the one, how can they award the other? will they 
condemn an acceflary before they try the principal?what is this but/to 
make the Law a Noſe of wax,or apy thing te wphold anotber unrighte- 
ous Kingdom? 
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Obj.It will be ſaid , J«fices f Las. have power. It ay be (0, by an 
Ordinance,butno Ad of Parliament, which is the Law of Fng/and;and 
that they do it,many poor people feel; for generally they give trebble 
damagesfor all manner of tythes,when as the Statute gave but double, 
and colts,and that only for predial tythes; And they uſually execute 
their precepts by ſuch perſons as will de it effetually 3 who cake gene- 
rally five times mere then the valuc,which rhey prize and ſell far under 
the worth; and he that cannot comply with their cruclty, and confefſe 
their judgement juſt, by accepting back what they will return,dork fre- 
— lufter five or ſax-fold, yea often ten-fold damage. And herethe 

gers of the Juſtices aretoo often found by conſcientious men, far more 
heavy then the loynes ofthe law,nay more then of the oldEcclefiaſtical 
courts, orthe Pope himfelf, who hath no ſuch penalties. I write what 
I can prove by manifold inſtances. 

Though theſe oppreſſions be many and preatyet are they not all that 
this age exerciſes;for by a new device, under pretence that Prieſts are 
not able to pay tenths to the Protefor, unleſs every man pay them their 
tythes, they ſuc men for all manner of tythes by Englich Bill in the Ex- 
chequer,and there would force them upontheir oaths to declare what 
tythes they have;when as in theEccleſiaftical Courts theOrdinary mighs 
not examine a man upon his own oath concerning his own tythes. And 
here ſuch as either make conſcience for ſwearing which Chriſt forbids, 
or cannot themſclyes tell what tythe they had, are caft into priſon for 
contempt,where they may lie as long as they live , ne law in the. Na- 
tion reaching them any relief: And Hrers upon this account haye long 
layn inthe Fleet, and yet are there; and I believe aboye a hundred fuics 
are inthe Exchequer depending ,and proceedings (topt at this point,the 
hearts of the very officers of the court relenting with pitty towards 
ſach numbers of peor men brought thither every term from the moft re- 
mote parts of the Nation, & ſome ef them not for above twelve pence; 
ſuch mercileſs cruelty lodges in the hearts of many , ifnot the moſt of 
our pretended Goſpel-Minifters. 

Oh ſhamefulreformation! What ! compel a man himſelfto fetour 
the tythe ofhis own goods to maintain a hireling Prieſt, jt may be, one 
open 'y prephane,and ſo makes him (ia againſt his own conſcience, or 
take from him thrice,or rather five times as much! and not only fo, 
but to force him to ſwear what tythes he had, or commit him to priſon, 
there to lie without hope of relief; dothnot the cry of theſe abomina- 
tions reach through Palace-walls, and enter Parliament doors? ſure- 
ly they reach the Gates of Heayen: And though man have forgotten 
his fairpromiſes, God will in due time break theſe bands, and (cud re- 
liefanother way. Oh curſed farſt-truits and tentbs, the ſuperſtitious re- 
_ of popery, and wages of unrighteouſneſs , the cauſe and cover 
of all theſe Exchequer ſuits, and of mokt of thefe miſchicfs ! Muft = 
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fill have Predfioand Tythes? thenmaay we not: wilh for old Preis, and - 


old Zcclekaftical Courts, for nwch, more. moderation was 11 thenygde c- 

venPapi#5yould bluſh at your cruc}ties. Did but theMagiftrace (cewbat: 
havock is made inytheNvorth, whatdtiving of goods,theOxen out of the 
plowyghe Cows from poor:& igdigent ehildoegy, what carrying, of Pats, 
Pans, and Kettles, : yea: andbifetching the very clothes of ppor pepples 
Beds,he would eitherbeathained of{uch Juſtices, or ſuch: Preifts , or 
Tythes, or ot theaz al}. Such-inftances [ cou'd give,as would: make the 

Readersears to twg'e: and he that cannot beheye me let him ſend in- 
to Cumberland,ang tiei{bhal meet with few that cannpt inform him of it: 

of ds bur:ler4mm-go alittle afrec. Harveſt;and he may find theJuſtices ſo 

bukie, asxf theyhad little ather-wouk/to be doing. But whether have T: 
digreffed ?-let meteturnty hear what the nexi canday. 


3. And theſe plead the gifr of thoſe that were forme: ly poſſeflors of 
the Landzand (ay, Thoſe char pay tyihes, debut that which their. Anceſtors 
jufily chargid upon them. 

Toſuch Tanſwer, Thag*cis truegnany Anceors gave tythes which of 
them were required,as before hath been declared;but what is thatto us? 
or how arexye thereby bound Did ever avyy mawin any deed or con- 
veyance of his Land, expreſs any fuck gift, or make any exception of 
tythes 2 I never ſaw nor heard of ſuch a thing ; and ler thoſe who can 
find ſuchreſcryations, make their claimz but 1 be:ieve it will not be in 
England. That which thiv{ort;pleads, feems to- make. a ground fqra di- 
Ain& propertys for if there by « property, it mult of necefiity ariſe from 
him that was the true owner, and had power to-charge himſelf and his 
poſterity; and theſe ſay they have as good right to thezenth part. as the 
ewner hath tg the nine , andbat he novet purchaſedir, and thelike. Vnto 
all which I anſwer, that though ir were true, and could be proved, thas 
mineAnceſtors gaye tythes,and that for eyer,yet amT not thereby bound: 
to-pay them , or ſtand any-ivay chargeable with them. It's rrue-, when. 
they were owners of Land , they might themſelves yield and fer forth 
what part of their encreaſe they pleated,or might have given the tenth, 
or any other part of theis Landzas they- would, or they mio2hthave char- 
ped upon the Land what rent they liked , but they could not charge 
rheir poſterity with that which was no-way theirs,nor which in any true 
{enſe conftruRtion, or underftanding,theyeould be {aid to-have any pro- 

perty in,and whichis not paid by reaſon of that which is. derived from 
them. for tythe is neither paid of Land,nor by reaſon of the Land, but 
is paid byreaſon of the encreaſe of renewing,and therefore the doftrines 
of the old Fathers, the Statute of Zdw. 6. and ſo the popith laws for 
tythes do as well require the payment of the tenth part of mens profits 
and 924tin, whether by trade or commerce , or Merchandize, as of the 


ſuits of the earthy yea the tenth part of wages and all perſonal _ 
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creaſe;though-not raiſed imunediately by Land: And ſwe'y no man wil 
ſay-that he payes tythe of theie becauic nis Anceſtor charged hin with 
themznor will any man allow that anvtlier pezion by any £iit of his Aus 
cc&0r,6an have another diftiaft property in the tentlypart of the fruit of 
his-Jabors; and the caſe is the ſame as to all cythes, whether predia!,per- 
ſonal, or mixt 3If I fit Rill and ploughnor, no corn will grow : If 1 fit 
fill, and work not, nv profit will arite 3 fo thatit's iny labour, my dilt- 
gencezand induſtry that raiſeth the tythe, and in my power it is to make 


' 1tlels or more; and ſometimes, yea often itfalls out, that the tythe of 


Cornis thrice more worth thea the yeerly value of tlc Land on which 
it. grows; apd herein ty;h of corais farmore hard and unequal then per- 
ſqnal tythes; for the-one payes but the tenth, all cha:ges dedudted ; the 


| other payes the tenth of charges and all. 


Mine Anceſter could not charge me with that which doth not accrue 
by reaſon of that which I have from bim; nor am I bound becauſe mine 
Anceſtor left me Land, to pay tythe, which is not paid by reafor; of the 
Land, but of the eacreale, unto which I am no more tyed by law,thca 
he is who hath encreaſe without land. It I have land, and no encreaſe, 
I pay notythes. If Thaveencreafe, though no land , I ought by law 
to pay tythes. lf I huzband my land fo asthe encreaſe of it is not to be 
ſevered, no tythe can be reeovered of it ; and therefore 1f I paſture my 


> Iand, no tythe ſhall be paid for the grafle which is eaten unſevered, 
* butonelya rate-tythe for that which doth depaſture on it, which makes 
{ it plain, that tythe is not paid by reafon of the Land, but of the Stock; 


andin that alio itlies inwy power io make the 'ythe much, little, or 


| nothing: If I plow and ſow Corn, the tenth part of the encreale is gene» 


rally more worth then the-land on which ic grows, which comes not by 
the land which deſcends from tae Anceſtor, but becauſe of the encreaſe, 
won by the great charge, induſtry , and labour of the Husbandman. 
If I paſture my ground with ſheep that yeilds a Fleece , the tythe will 
be coniiderable, though not ſo much as by Corn. If I paſture with 
Cows, or breeding Cattle, a much leffe tythe is paid: AndifI eat with 
Horles and barren Cattel, a ſmall and inconhiderate rate is onely requi- 
red, though in few places of the Nation would that be recovered in the 
times cf greateſt height of Popith laws. Butif I plant Wood, and let 
itſtand for timber ; or if I ftore my land with beaſts, which be fera na- 


! ure, wherein there is no perſonal property, no tythe ſhall be paid. Or 
{ if I will let my land lye waſte, (which may be ſuppoſed becault it may 


be done) or will eat my Meadow or Corn ſtanding, no tythe can be re- 
quired, All theſe inſtances manifeſt that tythe hath fill relation to the 


' ſtock and perſonal eftate, and notto the land, and is paid by reaſon 


| of the ftock, andnot the land; and ſo no Anceſtor could lay and perpe- 


tuate ſuch a charge as tythe upon it, nor could he bind his fucceſſor to 


E Ic, It by my Aucckor I am bound to pay tythes, ratione Kenure, Or in 


Cont 
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conſideration of the land which he 2 IF mez,to wat valus muſt it be? 
I may yeerly pay more then the land he leaves me is worth : If I keep 

It in tillage, andifI paſture it, I need net pay the twentieth pare : Haye 

not I hecein (without fraud to my Anceſtors) power to pay much or lit- 

tle? How is this like a Rent-charge certain, which is by ſome vbjedted? 

If »ythes were paid by reaſonof the Land, ſurely thereis moſt reaſon 

that the tenth part of the graſs renewing upen all pafture-grounds, 
ſhould be paid : for the Zand ſtill brings that with it, and it's ealily 

dividable by Rent,or Bill of Moeneth. It another had as good rightro 

the tenth part of the increaſe, as the owner hath to thenine , why can 
be not take it without the owners ſetting it out, or recover it by a@ion 
of Debt orTreſpaſs ? But it is cleer, there is no title till it be ſet forth, 
and then if the owner carries it away,an Aion of Treſpaſs lies, becauſe 
he had ſet itout,and hadgivenit to anether,and ſo altered his property, 
as one man deth by marking his cattel for another man ; and there- 
fore it is that the Law which commands Tythes, doth not give power to 
any to take the Tythe, becauſe he had no title,but injoyns the owner to 
ſet it torth, and ſo make it anothers by his own conſent. 

If any man claim tythes by my Anceſtors gift,may I not ask him,Te 
whom, and for what my Anceſtors gave them? Andit is plaia beyond 
denyal, that all thoſe gifts of lands or tythes in England {ince Augu- 
finethe Monk planted the popilh faith , and preached up the new pay- 
ment of tythes, were given to popitlh prieſts for ſaying prayers for the 
ſouls of the givers, and their deceaſed Anceſtors, as old conſecrations 
do witneſs: And therefore in reaſon, if the conſideration and ſervice 
be ceaſed, fo vught alſo the wages ; for no manin law or equity ought 
to claim wages when he will not do the work for which it were given ; 
and ſeeing thoſe popilh prieſts and prayers are laid afide, the gift(if any 
ſuch there were, and could be binding) ought to return to the Donor, 

and may not without his conſentbe g_ to another uſe. 


SHEPHERD. Tythe was never «laimed in reſpe#t of any ewnerchip of the Land, but ex 


COOK, 


debito, by the law of God, for ſubſiraFion whereof nos remedy lay at the 
Commonlawzand therefore if « Parſon let a Leaſe of his Glebe ts another, 
with all «ppurierances, yet he himſelf shall have rytheof it, 

Terre non ſunt deeimabiler, and therefore neither Myne: nor Quaryes of 
Tron, Rraſi, Tin, Lead, Coles, Syones, Tile, Brick , or Lime are tytheable, 
nor Houſes, nor Trees, nor Graſs, nor Corn, tilt they bee ſevered from the 
Land, the real Eſizte which deſcends by inheritance from the Anceſter , and 


Confimilar is ,,,de a diſtindt perſoral poſſeſrion. And therefore tyth is not paid of land, 
felony ard treſ= 1; by reaſon of the land, noris it a charge upon land, like a Rent- 


paſs between 
free-hold and 


charge, nor was it ever ſo claimed, till of late the popiſh coyers were 
not broad enough. 


moveable guods, Obj. But ſome objeR, and ſay, When 7 bowght my land, 1 bought net 
the tyih, nor paid any thing for it, 


Anſ 


—_— 
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fv. T anſwer, thatT and all men hae all dur Land, and chat 
without any charge of :ythe upon it; and therefore in all Conveyances 
it's till ſaid, .f/!that,epc. andnever any covenant for,or exemption of 
a tenth part, either of land or increaſe ; and he that ſaith, the Seller or 
his Anceſtor charged it with ey:he: asa Rent; I ſay, where a Rent is 
charged,it's ſtill exprefled;and find any ſuch exception or covenant,and 
I will bee NED as ajuſt debt. And isit not ridiculous ſor any to 
talk of purchaſing kis eythe? for with his labour, charge and husbandry 
he payes deer enough for his whole encreaſe, 


Obj. Another Objets, That though 7 bought all my Land, yet 7 bought 
3 cheaper ( becauſe it was ſuppoſed thes is ought to pay tythes) then 7 ce!d 
have bought ſuch Land a: was known 10 be eythe-free ; and therefore having 
a cheaper bargain, 1 am bound in equity to pay tythes, 


An. T anſwer, That I haye already proved all land is tyth-free, and 
the charge of tythe isupon the ſtock and perſonal eſtate, and not upon 
the Land. And the ſtrengthof this Obje@ion lies in comparing thoſe 
that pay tythes, with thoſe that are free ; they that buy Lands tyth-free, 
are caſed of this oppreſſion, and are in no hazard; and though all o- 
thers eught to be ſo, yet being a queſtion, whether they can caſe them- 
ſelves of the burthen, they buy under a hazard, and as ſubjze@to ſuch a 
charge; bur if they can caſt off the yoke, they get but what is their own: 
And feeing we have denyed the Popes Authority and Supremacy, we 
may ſo ſoon as we can, wholly caſt off the burthens which he laid on us. 
And thus he that buyes land in years of trouble and heavy taxes , may 
perhaps buy much cheaper, then when none orlittle is paid : Shall he 
therefore alwayes be required to pay taxes, when others are diſcharged? 
Or, ſhall he that bought cheap penny-worths on the borders berween 
England and yan. when thoſe parts were infeted with Moſs-troo- 
pers,alwaies maintain,or pay tribute to thieves and robbers? We boughe 
Land when the Pope's yoke was upon our necks, and if we can caK it 
from us, we may by as good reaſen be caſed of our tythes, as they of 
their taxes. Butifl _ cheaper, what is that to the State, orto a 
prieft? If in<quity I be bound to pay any more, it is molt juſt that he 
have ic of whom I bought my land, and not another, 


There areothers who plead « legal right by preſcription, and chat they have 


| a good right, becauſe they have ſe long 2oſſyſed them. 


This was the old device, firſt to preach that :gthos were due, and then 
to limit them to the Pariſhes, and when forty yeers was paſt, to claim 
that as a debt,which before was paid as charity,or at moſt,as a free-will- 


offering of the owner. And thus the Pope got fuſt-fruits,and = 
hier. 


0 

Peter-pence, and many great ſums ad this and other Nations, which 

tong continued; and he might as well have pleaded his preſcription, as 

any of his branches now can do. Is any fo blind as not to ſee what poor 

Tn temp. HH. 3+ ſhifts are now made to uphold ſo great an oppreflion, which can find no 
the Pope better ground for its ſupport then this, that it hath been fo long continued ? 
had above gut thallthe continuance of an oppreſſion give right to perpetuate the 
120000 I. per vrievance > How many great and heavy preſſures in other things did 
a. out of this Jong lye on this Nation,of cuſtoms and praftices of former times, which 
Nation, which qaily were, and Kill haye been aboliſhed, as lightdid more and more in- 
was then creaſe? witneſs thoſe many Laws and Statutes made,and now in force, 
more Wor:h aholiſting the uſages and cuſtoms of former Ages: But yer this i5 a great 
then the KiDgs miſtakeztor by the Common-Law/and the old popith Eccleltaſtick Law 
Revenue. is out of doors) no man can preſcribe to have tythes, though many may 
preſctibe to be free from tythes, or part thereof ſor he that claims 

tythes, (except Impropriators, to whom I ſhall ſpeak hereafrer ) mut 

claim them as a Paafon. Vicar, or other called Eccliekiaſtick Officer, and 

(asI have hintied before }ke claims them not as ſach a pe: ſon,but as ſuch 

an Offiecc, and the preſcription if any were) is to his office. Now .if 

no ſuch Office be1n being, his claim is at an end. That there 1s naw no 

ſuch Officezis plain:for when #7.8.rerounced the Popezhe was declared 

by A of Partiament (which was afſented to by all the _ in their 
'Convention) to be the Head of the Chutch , and all Arch-Biſhops, 


Biſhops, and all others in Ecclec{iaſticall Orders, wereno longer to hold 
of the Pypec,, but of the King , and not to claim their Benefices by title 


from tae Pope,but ofthe King,by yertue of that £F# of Parliament. And 
here the $ucceffion from the Pope was cut off, and diſcontinued, and the 
King by his new Futhority,as Head of the Church, made Biltops, and 
gave them power to make Parſons, Vicars,and others called Eccleſiaſtick 
Officers. Afterwards,as the King renounced the'pope,fo the parliameny 
of Englend laid aſide Kings, who had aflumed the title and Rtile c 
Head of the Church, and alto abolithed Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, and 
all their dependencies, root and branch:and here the whole Ecclefiaftick 
tate was diſſolved, and the Body fell with the Head, and the Branches 
with the Root, both Parſons, Vicars, and Cnrates, and all the whole 
progeny and oft-ſpring, and ſo all their right, title, and claim'to eyther, 
was, and is at an end, as is more plainly and more fally ſet forth in a 
late printed paper by Jer. Benſon, to which I refer, 
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And now 1 come to the laft, thoſe that claim 
them by purchaſe, and theſe are the 1mpropriators, 
and they ſay they have bought them of the State, 
and have paid great ſums of money for them, and 
many of them have no other ſubſiſtence, 


To theſe 1 anſwer, That T have ſhewed before, that in 
the root all tythe is alike, whetherit be now claimed by 
a Prieſt or an Impropriator, and both muſt fall together, 
And ſeeing thoſe that ſold them , kad no good title, nei- 
ther can theirs 'be made good which is derived from 
them : Bur ſeeing it was the State that ſold them, and 
that the whole Nation had the benefit of their moneys, 
it iS equal and juſt when they cannot have what is ſold, 
that their moneys be re-paid; to which poinc I ſhall 
ſpeak more fully hercafter , in anſwer to an Objefion 
which I meete with in my way, nedful to be reſol- 
ved. 


And thus I have briefly gone over the” wholefmatter, 
and heard what every one can ſay, and have returned 
them anſwers, by which it doth plainly appear, That nG 
man at this day can claim tythe of another, either by 
Divine, or humane right; and that Tythes are neither 
due by the expreſs Law of God, nor by the equity of 
that Law, nor by the Decrees of the Church,nor grants 
of Kings, nor Laws of Parliaments, nor Gifts of the 
People, nor Preſcription of the Poſſefſors, nor the pur- 
chaſe of Impropriators, 


It now onely remains that I anſwer ſome general Obje- 
E ions, 


| 2 
SF1ions, which I fhall do in as much brevity EG I can, and 
ſo leave the whole to the Reader. 


The farſtis made by tle State. 
The ſecond by Jmpropriators, 
And the third by Pariſh-Minitters, 


And all theſe together ob/e&, and ſay , That thengh is 

ſhould be granted that th: right of Tythes cannot be proved, 

yet if it be found that taking of them away will bring oreat loſs 

PI t0 the Publique Kevenue, much damage, if not ruine to many 
particular Perſons avd Familyes, and great hazard of bring- 
ing confuſion to a Nation by ſuch a great alteration after ſo 
long /e:rlewcent , and endanger the very publike profeſſion of 
Religion by taking away Miniſters mantenance , and conſc- 
quently Mrmiſtry it ſelf; it is not prudence for ſars;fying ſome, 
ro bring ſo many and great inconveniences upon the Na- 
310u. 


Theſe Ob'eftions plead: not for the right of Tythes, 
but againſt the removing of chem to prevent incon- 
veniences; and if the one be granced, That Tythes 
are an innovated Popiſh Exaftion and Oppreſſion, and 
neither due by Law of God or man, ſuch conſiderati- 
ons as theſe ought not to obſtrudt the removal of fo 
heavy a Grievance and Oppreflion , but that which is 
juſt, ought tobe done, which is a general good to the 
whole Body, and almoſt every individual Member, and 
then ſuch parts as are found grieved , may be after- 
wards eaſed and relieved: And though all theſe ſhod 

(4 mn ſome meaſure ſuffer, it were unjuſt, ſecing they 
comphance with the Opprefior, hath brough ſuch a 
general yoke and burthen upon the whole body, and 
now they are become the onely obſtrufions of the gene- 
ral caſement and publike freedom, ak 

nc 


: ee 


And yet a few words 3 norer to every one, and 
firſt to the State, which complains of a great loſs by ta» 
kingaway firlt fruics and tenths, which are paid out of 
rythes, 


When the Pope had eflabliſhed the payment oftyrhes, j,,y ;x py. 
and ſet up a new Hierarchy after the pattern of the Jew- ch.44. v.23: 
iſh Prieſthood, he tcok ti1pon himſelf to be Succeſſor of &c, 
the Jewiſh High-Pricſt , and claimed tenths from all his 
inferior Priefts, jxve divine, andin procels of time he 
got to himſelf by the like colour, F>t fruitsallo; and 
rhough it was long ere he brought his Work to paſle 
in England, yet at laſt it was effefted: You may by 
theſe following inſtances know how much our Exg1:/# 

Nation ſtrugled againſt them. , 


PB. King forbad H.H. the Popes Nuntio , to colleft firſt 2s - Mk 


The Popes Colleftor was willed no longer to gather the firf# _ p ” my 


fruits, it being a very novelty, and uo perſon was ay longer 10 gol. Parl. 4 R. 
pay them. 3,4, 50. 

T he Commons petition that prov:ſion may be mate again 
the Popes Colleftors for levying of firi? fruits, 

The King in Parliam:nt anſwert, There ſhall be grante! a 
Prohibition in all ſuch caſes where the Popes Collectors (hail 
aitempt any ſmer Novelties. 

Upon: complaint made by the Commons in Paylirment, the e,1 no) 6 + 
King willeth that Prohibitions be granted to ihe Popes Colle- 1, 11, 50, 
ftors for recrrving of firſt=fr uit c. 

Firſt fruits by Arch-Biſhops avd Biſhops to t'e Pope, 
were termed an horrib/c miſchicfe , ard damnable Cu- 
tome. 6M 4 

The Popes Colleflors were required from th:verforth Kal. Pail g 2, 
rot to levy any donty within the Realne for Firſt 4 N43» 
Fruits. 
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The Pope thus detuiing ai fruits and tenths as an« 
nexed to his Chaire, as Succeſſor tothe Jewiſh High.. 
Prieft, and Head of the church, continued to colle& 
them, til H.8, diſcontented with the Pope, ( though 
himſelf wasa Papiſt ) renounceth the Popes Suprema- 
cy, and aſſumes it to himſelfe, and by A& of Parlia- 
ment in 16. of his Reign , got firſt fruits an.1 tenths 
annexed to his Crown, as Head of the church, and 
ſo himſelf became worſe then the Pope , raking the 
Wages, but not doing the Popes Work; and that which 
before by Parliaments in height of Popery was decla- 
red a damnable cuſtome, was now in the beginning of 
Reformation made a foundation-ſtone to ſupport the. 
srcatnefs of the new-made Head. 


Afterwards O. Axrynot daring to aſſume the Head- 
{hip of the church, did relinquiſh, and by A& of Parlia. 
ment wholly roo away firſt fruits and tenths, ſhe doing 
no Work to deſerve ſuch Wages, And what a ſhame is 
this ro our Nation , and our great profeſſions, after ſo 


long talk of Reformation , now to plead for ſuch Wa- 


ves of unrighteouſneſle, firſt exafted by the Pope, and 
then by ſuch as aſſumed to themſelves the. ſtyle of 
Head of the church, upon that very account hadrhem 
annexed tothe crown ? And ſhall we now who pretend 
co have caſt off the Pope, and left the Head-ſhip of the 
church unto ( hriſt, ( worſe-like then queen Mary) up- 
hold ſuch wicked p_—_ which are the ground of 
a great part of good mens ſufferings for Tythes this 
day ? For the pretence of paying tenths,is the ground 
of the many Suits for Tythes in the Exchequer , where 
otherwiſe by Law they could not, norought to be re- 
covered. And as to the Publique Revenue, I am infor- 
med they adde not much thereunto, bur all , or a great 
part of chem, are given in Augmentations to Prieſts, 
who no doubt wil receive them without ſcruple, 


though 


(35 

though I know many of them not long ſince, did com- 

lain againſt them asa popiſh Oppreſſion. Bur take away 
F thes, and there are as many Glebe-Lands wil fall 
to the State, as wil fully make up that lofſe, which 
they may as wel take away, as their predeceſſors did 
the Revenues of Abbeys and Monafteries; and when the 
people are eaſed of Tythes, they wil be better able, 
and more willing to enlarge the Publique Treaſury if 
it be ſound wanting. 


Bur it's hoped our State rather looks at the freedom 
of the people, then the encreaſe of the Revenue, ſee- 
ing ſo lately they took away the profits of the court 
of Wards, which was a much better and greater in- 
come, and granted many great men ſuch freedom for 
norhing, as they could neither in rizhe claim, nor in 
reaſon expea without a very great ſum , their Eſtates 
being given to them to hold by ſuch ſervices; and 
ſurely they wil not deny the poorer ſort of people 
their own and dear-barght encreaſe. 


Sccondly; To linpropriators, and ſuch as have 
morelatcly bought tythe-rents, 


And to theſe1 ſay, Though it bea general Rule, Cave- 
at emptor, yet ſeeing the ignorance of former dayes, (but 
peeping out of popery ) did take it for granted, ( both 
Buyer and Seller ) that the title was good; and fince the 
purchaſers did pay great ſums of money for them to 
the State, which went to the bearing and defraying the 
publikecharge of the Nation, it is juſt that they have a 
moderate price for them, with which I believe moſt ( if 
not all ) of them would be well pleaſed and content, 
onely in the eſtimate of that rate they muſt contider, 
that they bought no more but what the Abbey, Mo- 
naltery, 
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.naſtery , or other diſſolved Houſe had; and theſe Houſes 
out of their appropriate Tythes, were to find a ſufh- 
cient Prieſt or Curate , canonically infticuced , which 
was to have allowance at the diſcretion of the Biſhop 
of the Dioceſs, and alſo a convenient portion of the 
Tythe was to be ſet apart for the yearly maintenance 
ot the poor of the pariſh for ever, as is provided by 
divers As of Parliament. And after the diſſolution and 
ſale of Tythes, the like charge was, and ought to be 
continued upon them, as at large 1s proved in a Trea- 
tiſe called, The poor Picar*s Flea; and let but ſuch pur- 
chaſers look to their original Grants, and they thall 
finde, that the yearly value was but little, and the 


rate ſmall after which they paid for them; and in re-' 


vard of the charges and hazards upon them, they were 


ſeldom or never eſteemed more worth chen10.years pur- 


chaſe, and that rate at an indifferent yearly value, may 
wel be accepted for them. 


This Anſwer wil pleaſe the Impropriator wel, who 
hath not been without his ſcars to loſe his Tythes, and 
get little or nothing for them; and it cannot much 
diſpleaſe others, becauſe it is equal and juſt, that ſee- 
ing he cannot have what is bought, he have his money 
recurned without loſs. 


But the great dificulty ſeemeth the raiſing of fo 
creat a ſur of money , and who ſhall pay it; for firſt, 
There are many who plead , Cur Lands are wholly tyt he- 
free. Others ſay, We pay 4 Kate, or ſmall Preſcrip: iox= Rent, 
er have & modus decimand1, and our Tythe is very ſma!, 
theegh owr Lands be of gro4 valn:, Others ſay, We have 
converted our Lands inte Paſtures, axd pay little Tythe , avd 
therefore it ſeems nut equal that we fhin'd pay as mich as 
thoje whoſe Land: conſiſt of Tillage, whoſe Tythes are often 
&: mich warth as the Laxd. 

I an- 


(37 

I anſwer, That the WE of this ſum is not to fol- 
low the Rate of Tythe, nor hath it any relation to 
Tythe; for if it had, many would as juſtly ſcruple the 
payment of any thing towards it, as they do the pay= 
ment of P 3 a : Bur the caſe muſt be thus conſidered; 
Ac the diſflolucion, Tyches of Abbeys, Monaſteries, &c. 
were taken into the hand of this State, they ſold them, 
and the money raiſed, went to the defraying and car- 
rying on the great charge then upon the Nation, as it 
was of late in our dayes, when Tythe-Rents were ſold, 
and at that day there were Wars with France and Scet- 
laxd, and many great Exigences of State, as the Sta- 
tutes for the ground of the difſolution ſhews : And in 
the ſervice and uſe of theſe moneys, the whole Nati- 
on, and every man therein, had his thare; and ſo far 
as thoſe moneys went, the people were ſpared, as the 
caſe was with us cf late; and ſo he that had Land 
tythe-free, and he that paid onely a ſmall rate for 
Tythes, and he that had paftures, and no tillage, all 
theſe ſhared in the ſum, yea and the very Impropria- 
tor himſelf, and not according to proportion of ty- 
thing, but according to the value of thei Eftaces in 
Lands or Goods, by which they had been otherwiſe 
chargeable : And ſo the Impropriator depoſiting ſo 
much money upon a pledge, the one being required,, 
the other muſt be returned , and by a general tax it *& 
muſt be raiſed, wherein every one muſt bear his pro- 
portion, the very Impropriator himſelf, ; 


But then comes in hethat bought the Lands of Ab- 
beys, &'c. which he faith, The Pope had made Tythe- 
free; and that win he bought his Land, he alſo paid for 
the Tythe, and ſo he muſt i:her be fre:d from paying to 
the Impropriator, or muſt have his money returned as wc 
as he. 


{. an.” 
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I anſwer, TRn__ NE... "RM ſuch purrchaſers, 
yet I believe to the freeing the Nation from this great 
and long continued oppreſſion, they, or moſt part of 
them, would be content to contribure without any 
ſuch demand, But if any ftand upon it, let him ſhew 
what he paid for his tythe, and he ſhall have it, which 
was not a penny; for ſearch the Court of Augmenta- 
tions, and it will be found that there was notin the 
value of Land, the Jleaft difference made between 
Ty the-free, and that which paid Tythes ; as there was 
net of late in the ſale of Biſhops, Dean, and Chapters 
Lands, many of which alſo were as much tythe-free; 
and ſo if they bought Land tythe-tree, as cheapeas 
if they had paid Tythes, they have had profit e- 
nough, and may now well afford to pay with their 
Neighbours, 


Thirdly, To pariſh-Minifters, 


And with theſe I defire a little to expoſtulate the 
matter, firſt, as touching the end of their work z and 


ſecondly, as to the way of their maintenance. Their 
work ( as _ — i5to preach the Goſpel, and 
c 


to propagate Religion : Now I would ask them, Why 
they ſuffer ( not onely ſo many Villages, countrey- 
Towns, and Pariſhes, but) even great and populons 
Cities, and Market-Towns, and whole corners of 
countreys to lye deftitute , who never could get any 
other Miniſter then a poor Vicar , or Reading-Curate; 
they will preſently anſwer me, There is no mainte- 
nance; withour that they cannot live. If I ask them 
further, Why there iz no maintenance? they wil tell me, 
It is either a City or Market-town, to which there 
belongs no Land, and ſo nu-tythes; or it is an Im- 
propriation, and payes onely a ſmall ſtipend ; or the 
Lands are tyrhe-free, or claim cuſtoms and preſcrip- 
tions, 


Xs 
tions, and onely pay ſmall rates for tythes, or other: 
wiſe the people have converted their arable Lands 
into paſtures, and their tythe is of ſmall yalue, and 
will nor afford a maintenance. would yer ask thens 
again, is not a third part of the Nation in this con, 
dition> And muſt they never havean able Miniſter > 
Have they no ſhare in your Goſpel , becauſe they 
have no maintenance 2. Are none of you called to 
ſuch places > Or hath Chrift no ſced of EleRion 
amongſt them 2 If this be not your Do&rine, yer 
your praiſe preacheth it, And if you were really 
tor ſpreading your Goſpel, and enlarging profeſſi- 
On, you would forthwith throw away tythes ; for ſo 
long as they continue, there can never be any poſlt- 
bility of raiſing maintenance in ſuch places, 


And ſecondly, as to their maintenance ; Is there 
any indifferency, equality, proportion, or juſtice in 
their preſent way of tything? One man pleads he 
is to pay nothing to a Miniſter becanſe the. Pope 
hath given him a diſpenſation, and made his Land 
tythe-free, Another man ſaith he hath preſcripti- 
0a to pay but a penny ( it maybe ) for the value of 
a ſhilling. Another faith he hath converted his 
Lands into paſtures, and hath by his artifice ſo or- 
dered it, that little is due for __— Another ſaith 
he dwelleth in a City er Market-Town, and hath 
no Lands, though it's like he gaigs more by trade 
then ten poore countrey-men that pay tythes , de by 
their Lands, Another faith he payes tythe to an 


Impropriator, and he cannot afford to pay beth _ 
F All 
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and « Minifter, Ts this your equal way of mainte: 
nance fo long upheld and pleaded for 2 and hav 
you not a more righteous Rule > The rich gene 
rally payes liatle, and the poore husbandmar 
beares the burchen, even he char ſupplyes che Na- 
tion with the fafte of Bread, who 1s notwith- 
Nanding at more charge in his husbandry ther 
any othcr ; and out of rhe. rythe of ſuch countrey 
pariſhes of rillage , generally great ſummes arc 
paid for auzmenrauons to Cities and Market- 
towns, when the inhabirants that have far grea- 
ter gains by trading, $0 free, For ſhameat length 
follow the cxample of your neighbouring retorm- 
ed churches, and throw away rythes as old relicks 
of Popery, and no longer halt between ewo, and 
beta ke your ſelves to a more GoſpelLlike way 
of maintenance ; for light now brcakes forth, and 
Pretences will no longer cover: 


Irslike you will anſwer, We confeſle the pre- 
Tent way of maintenance by tythes is very une- 
qual, unleffe the whole Nation could be broughr 
x0 quic all their cuſtomes and preſcriptions, and 
pay rythes in kinde z and alſo all Mcrchants and 
Tradeſmen wonld pay the tenth parc of their 
gains, as was by the Pope cnjoyned; but thas 
will never be done, and therefore it's better co 
hold ſome, then loſe all; for we know uor whar 
better way would bz provided: But ſhew us 


bow we may have a comfortable and certain 
IN4LLCe 
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'( x; 
maintenance, and more like the Goſpel, aud we 
ſhall moſt willingly quit the one, and embrace the 


other, 


To this I anſwer, that there is a way, which 
as it would eſtabliſh the Nation upon a ſure 
foundation of true freedome ( as to the conſci- 
ence ) giving content to all ſeperated Congrega- 
tions, Societies and Perſons, ſo would it upon the 
(ame Baſiſs of Liberty, ho'd torth full tatisfa- 
&ion to all people of the Nation, both as ro Mi- 
niſcry and Maintenance , and would be as accep= 
table to every One as the taking away tythes, 
Bur I have ſaid enough at once, and when this 
is a lictle digeſted, the other will be more fit to 
be propoſcd, 


Onely to ſuch as fear confuſion or trouble , or 
loſs ro the Nation by taking away rythes, L 
would ſay a few words : Do but looke into al 
moſt every countrey town, and there ſhall you 
finde debate, ftrite, and variance, either be- 
tween man and man, or between Pariſhes and 
their Miniſter , either about tythe ir ſelte, the 
quantity , or the ſetting ir out ; look into courts, 
and there you ſhall! finde Suit upon Suitz aud at 
Aſkzes, and before Juſtices oft Peace, multi, 
tudes of tryals and Judgements about them, 
Looke into priſons, and there you ſhall finde 
not a few reſtrained and lying undex great ops 

F a prefſions 
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preſlions 'becauſe they cannot pay them : | And 
theſe Suits and trogbles are daylie encreaſing, 
and the number of thoſe that will not pay 
them; and theſe are no ſmall confuſions in our 
State; for is is evident, there are more ſuits, 
and ſtrife, and difference about tythes, then any 
one thing whatſoever in the Nations and how 
ſoon might all theſe be ended, and every one fſatis- 
ficd , by taking away tythes ? 

And then do. but look upon the many Moores, 
Commons, and Waſtes in_the Nation, amoun* 
ting to a full third part of the whole, as hath 
been computed; to the many great Paſtures and 
Meadows decayed forlwant of tillage; to the many 
CTountreys which are turned into Paſtures and 
Meadows, becauſe of the great charge of til, 
lage, husbandry , and the unreaſonable pay- 


ment of a clear tenth part , which in moſt pla- 
ces is halfſe the protie ; and it will be found 


nothing doth ſo much hinder the improvement 
of the Nation, which would caſe the publike 
burthens, and would ſoon be of :more advantage 
then firſt-fruits and tenths, Nothing ſo much 
hinders tillage , which often puts the. Nation 
upon hazard of ruine, and forceth us to ſeeke 
bread out of orher countreys at immoderate 
rates, when as this Nation 1s generally . ſo fit 
for Corn, that ir might be as a rich Granary, 
not onely for our own ſupply, bur reliefe of our 


neighbours when they want, 7 might ſay a grear 
dcal 
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deal more upon this ſubje&, but much to this 
purpoſe hath been ſaid by others, and therefore 


1 ſhall conclude, 


And let no man henceforth think it ſtrange that 
any ſhould refuſe ro pay tythes, but rather wonder 
that any will do it, 


— 
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== His 13 not written for them that 
know the truth , but for them 
which know nos the truth, that they 
might be informed from the Lighs 
which ſees the truth through the Rea- 


ſon, to the ſame in the world, that the 


truth they may ſee and underſtand mm 
their own Language. 
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The End, 


